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Stony Brook University/SUNY is an equal opportunity educator and employer. SBM-AD2603 0868

TOP 1%
in the Nation and 
THE ONLY ON 
LONG ISLAND 

Learn more at 
stonybrook.info/

top-hospitals

Stony Brook Medicine has once again received 
the highest level of achievement from Healthgrades, as one of 

America’s 50 Best Hospitals® for 2026 — 
for the fourth consecutive year (2023–2026).

This achievement places Stony Brook Medicine 
among the top 1% nationwide for overall excellence 
in care and as the only health system on Long Island
to be ranked among America’s 50 Best.

Stony Brook University Hospital, 
Stony Brook Southampton Hospital, and 
Stony Brook Eastern Long Island Hospital are 
collectively assessed by Healthgrades and share the 
America’s 50 Best Hospitals Award™.

It’s a reflection of our continued commitment to 
bringing the best in care to our patients. And it means 
our patients can feel confident, knowing they’re 
receiving high quality care year after year.
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We open the 2026-27 season with West Side Story, two people trying to love each 
other across a city determined to keep them apart. The Temptations in Ain't Too Proud 
show us what five men can build together, and what brotherhood actually demands 
when fame gets involved. Come From Away puts 7,000 stranded strangers in a small 
Newfoundland town and asks what happens when ordinary people open their doors 
without thinking twice. Million Dollar Quartet Christmas closes the calendar year the 
way every year should end, in a room full of people, music you know by heart, and no 
one else you’d rather be with. Funny Girl gives us Fanny Brice, who refused to make 
herself smaller so the world could be more comfortable. Fanny made the world expand 
to fit her instead. And the season closes with Harry Chapin, a man who wanted to 
change the world, and knew exactly who he was changing it for.

My hope is that somewhere in this season, you see yourself up there, and leave 
feeling a little less alone in whatever you're carrying. Thank you for being in the room 
with us. It means everything.

Here's to a remarkable year.

Paul Allan

Executive Artistic Director 
The Gateway, Performing Arts Center of Suffolk County
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“West Side Story” is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.

Tel.: (212) 541-4684 Fax: (212) 397-4684 www.MTIShows.com

Associate Artistic Director
MICHAEL BAKER

Casting Director
RACHEL ARMITSTEAD

Associate Music Director
JAKE TURSKI

Production Stage Manager
BETHANY SORTMAN

Music Director
ANDREW HAILE AUSTIN

Director of Production
BRIAN LOESCH

General Manager
JOANNE TAMBASCO

Lighting Design
JOSÉ SANTIAGO

Costume Design
JANINE LOESCH

Sound Designer
LEONARDO MIGNOLA

Associate Director/Choreographer
ASHLEY KLINGER

Director of Business Operations
JEFF BELLANTE

Director of Development
SUSAN DACONTO

Company Manager
CHRIS SMITH

Properties Designer & Scenic Coordinator
BRITTANY LOESCH

Wigs Hair & Makeup Design
DUSTIN LAWSON

Associate Choreographer
BRYAN ERNESTO MENJIVAR

Executive Artistic Director
PAUL ALLAN

MEGAN ELYSE FULMER     CARLOS JIMENEZ     ASHTON LAMBERT

Production of

Director/Choreographer
VINCENT ORTEGA

Starring
SABINA COLLAZO     JACKSON HURT

Originally produced on Broadway by Rober E. Griffith and Harold S Prince
By Arrangement with Roger L. Stevens

Entire Original Production Directed and Choreographed by JEROME ROBBINS

Book by
ARTHUR LAURENTS

Music by
LEONARD BERNSTEIN

Lyrics by
STEPHEN SONDHEIM

Based on a Conception of JEROME ROBBINS
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

THE ADULTS
Doc.......................................................................................................................................... BILL CARMICHAEL*
Lieutenant Schrank........................................................................................................................JESSE SWIMM*
Officer Krupke..................................................................................................................................MANNY ERIAS
Glad Hand....................................................................................................................................DUSTIN LAWSON

THE JETS
Riff, the leader..............................ASHTON LAMBERT*
Tony, his friend...................................JACKSON HURT*
Action......................................................... PJ PALMER
A-Rab........................................................ JACK MINTZ
Baby John.............................................KEATON BARTZ
Big Deal.......................................JACK DAVID MULLEN
Diesel.................................................GABRIEL HOBBS
Anybodys.......................................... ABIGAIL GRAHAM
Graziella..........................................ALYSIA VASTARDIS
Velma.................................................... OLIVIA SCHUH
Minnie, Margarita............................. ANGELINA DIDEA
Pauline.............................................KEEGHAN LAVERY

THE SHARKS
Bernardo, the leader...................... CARLOS JIMENEZ*
Maria, his sister............................. SABINA COLLAZO*
Anita, his girl.........................MEGAN ELYSE FULMER*
Chino, his friend............................ FRANCO BIANCHI*
Pepe........................................... CURTIS J FAULKNER*
Indio...................................... RODOLFO SANTAMARINA
Juanito............................BRYAN ERNESTO MENJIVAR*
Toro...............................................BRANDON MORENO
Rosalia......................................... SAMARA DECASTRO
Consuelo.......................MANUELA "MANGO" AGUDELO
Estrella................................................ LILY MENDOZA
Francisca...........................................ALEXIS PAPALEO

Associate Director/Choreographer, Intimacy Director....................................ASHLEY KLINGER*
Associate Choregrapher/Dance Captain........................................BRYAN ERNESTO MENJIVAR*
Production Stage Manager....................................................................... BETHANY SORTMAN*
Assistant Stage Managers..................................... BRENDAN M CULLEN*, REBECCA KLEEMAN

Tony................................................................................................................................................. JACK MINTZ
Riff................................................................................................................................................... PJ PALMER
Bernardo...........................................................................................................................CURTIS J FAULKNER*
Maria..................................................................................................................................SAMARA DECASTRO
Anita........................................................................................................................................ALEXIS PAPALEO
Doc.............................................................................................................................................JESSE SWIMM*
Chino.......................................................................................................................... RODOLFO SANTAMARINA
Action.................................................................................................................................JACK DAVID MULLEN
Anybodys................................................................................................................................. ANGELINA DIDEA
Lt. Schrank, Glad Hand, Krupke.............................................................................. MICHAEL EDWARD BAKER*

Music Director, Keys 1....................................................................................................ANDREW HAILE AUSTIN
Associate Music Director, Keys 2....................................................................................................JAKE TURSKI
Trumpet................................................................................................................................................RON FOX
Trombone...........................................................................................................................THOMAS BRADBARD
Reeds 1.......................................................................................................................JOEL LEVY, BOB DALPIAZ
Reeds 2...............................................................................................................................................LO WOOD
Bass................................................................................................................... KAREN GELLERT, TEDDY MOTZ
Drums.........................................................................................................................................ELLIS HOLMES

UNDERSTUDIES

*Actors employed in this production are members of Actors’ Equity Association, 
the union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

The Director/Choreographer is a member of the 
Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers, Inc., 
an independent national labor union.

The Musicians employed in this production are members of the 
American Federation of Musicians.

ORCHESTRA
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SYNOPSIS OF MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT I
SCENE 1: THE NEIGHBORHOOD - 5:00 PM
	 Prologue....................................................................................................................................................The Jets, The Sharks
	 Jet Song.......................................................................................................................................................... Riff and The Jets
SCENE 2: THE YARD - 5:30 PM
	 Something's Coming.......................................................................................................................................................... Tony
SCENE 3: BRIDAL SHOP - 6:00 PM
SCENE 4: DANCE HALL - 10:00 PM
	 Dance at the Gym......................................................................................................................................The Jets, The Sharks
	 Maria.................................................................................................................................................................................. Tony
SCENE 5: ALLEYWAY - 11:00 PM
	 Tonight.................................................................................................................................................................... Tony, Maria
	 America............................................................................................ Anita, Rosalia, Francisca, Estrella, Consuelo, Margarita
SCENE 6: DRUGSTORE - MIDNIGHT
	 Cool................................................................................................................................................................ Riff and The Jets

THE NEXT DAY
SCENE 7: BRIDAL SHOP - 5:30 PM
	 One Hand, One Heart............................................................................................................................................... Tony, Maria
SCENE 8: THE NEIGHBORHOOD - 6:00 TO 9:00 PM
	 Tonight Quintet................................................................................................... Tony, Maria, Anita, Riff, The Jets, The Sharks
SCENE 9: UNDER THE HIGHWAY - 9:00 PM
	 The Rumble...............................................................................................................................................The Jets, The Sharks

INTERMISSON

ACT II
SCENE 1: A BEDROOM - 9:15 PM
	 I Feel Pretty........................................................................................................ Maria, Consuelo, Rosalia, Francisca, Estrella
	 Somewhere Ballet.................................................................................................................Tony, Maria, The Jets, The Sharks
	 Somewhere Vocalist......................................................................................................................................................Rosalia
SCENE 2: A BACK ALLEY - 10:00 PM
	 Gee, Officer Krupke..................................................................................................................................... Action and The Jets
SCENE 3: THE BEDROOM - 11:30 PM
	 A Boy Like That/I Have a Love............................................................................................................................... Anita, Maria
SCENE 4: DRUGSTORE - 11:40 PM
SCENE 5: UNDER THE HIGHWAY - MIDNIGHT

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  
FIRE NOTICE: The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest to the seat you occupy, is the shortest route to the outside. 

In the event of fire or other emergency, please do NOT run. WALK to that Exit. However, under normal circumstances, when leaving the 
Theatre, use the center rear exits. SMOKING is prohibited in the BUILDING, as required by the Suffolk County NO SMOKING Ordinance. 

Smoking in any area designated “No Smoking” renders the offenders subject to a fine, or imprisonment, or both.

The action takes place on the West Side of New York City during the last days of summer.
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BRUNCH • DINNER • TO-GO CATERING PACKAGES

Rehearsal Dinners, Corporate Parties, Birthday Parties, 
Christmas Parties, Bridal Showers

Two convenient locations just minutes
from The Gateway. Come enjoy dinner before

or after the show.

PRIVATE PARTIES

2 Country Club Drive
Manorville, NY 11949
(631) 909-3525

jcsrestaurant1@gmail.com
www.jcsmanorville.com

 @jcsmanorville

1086 Mastic Road
Mastic, NY 11950

(631) 772-4680
jcsrestaurant1@gmail.com

www.jcsmastic.com
 @jcsmastic
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Accredited Investment Fiduciary (AIF®) 
Chartered Retirement Plan Specialist (CRPS®)  

Certified Financial Planner (CFP®)

Where do you want to go? 
We’ll get there together.

Located in BELLPORT

Building tailored investment strategies for over 14 years 
using stocks, municipal bonds, annuities, and more.

Securities offered through Cetera Wealth Services LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC, a registered 
investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

   16 Station Road, Suite 11   |   Bellport, NY 11713
   Tel: 631.434.5561   |   jnagel@jdnwealthmanagement.com 

   www.jdnwealthmanagement.com 

Jeff Nagel
AIF®, CFP®, CRPS®
Owner/Financial Advisor

OUR FOCUS:
• Protecting what you’ve built
• Turning savings into reliable income
• Keeping more of what you earn 
 through tax-smart investing
• Managing and balancing 
 risk over time 
Trusted guidance. 
Clear planning. 
Fiduciary advice.

Call us today to 
schedule a complimentary 
review meeting!

Visit our website for 
more information.
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MANUELA  "MANGO" AGUDELO 
(Consuelo) is a Colombian immigrant 
raised in Queens. Mango is a first-
generation graduate who designed her 
own majors in Social Justice and 
Performance Art at CUNY BA School 
for Unique and Interdisciplinary 

Studies. Mango’s creative practice has always been 
interwoven with their passion for serving the 
community. They have choreographed and directed an 
original dance theater production, Legado Dorado, 
honoring their matrilineal ancestry. Mango has danced 
in shoes and on rollerskates for various productions 
such as: Xanadu at Serenbe Art Farm, In the Heights 
at The Gateway and WPPAC, Little House on the Ferry 
Immersive at the Duplex NYC, and Monica Bill Barnes 
and Co at Fall for Dance at City Center. You can follow 
Mangos adventures  @manuela.Mango_

KEATON BARTZ (Baby John) grew up in 
Wisconsin and now’s a New Yorker, 
where he is pursuing a professional 
career in dance and theatre. His 
credits include 9 to 5: The Musical 
and Company. He has also toured 
internationally with the nonprofit 

performing arts organization Heart Global, teaching 
and performing for communities around the world. 
Keaton is thrilled to be part of West Side Story as Baby 
John and is deeply grateful for the continued support 
of his family, friends, and mentors. IG: @keatonbartz

FRANCO BIANCHI* (Chino) (he/him) is 
so thrilled to be back at The Gateway! 
Based in NYC but born and raised in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Franco’s 
trained to be a triple threat! 
Graduated in Musical Theater from 
AMDA in NY/LA and proud coachee of 

Mackenzie Bykowski, associate of Mike Ruckle’s Studio. 
Favorite Credits: Buddy “Keno” Walsh in The Full Monty 
(The Gateway), Carlos in Magic School Bus (National 
Tour), Don Pedro in Much Ado About Nothing (Enrique 
Carreras Theater), Principal Dancer in Relations (Affekt 
Dance Company) and Anthony Hope in Sondheim in 
Concert (Usina del Arte, Argentina). Thanks to my 
family, friends and my incredible team Jim, Bridget 
and Eaton! Represented by Bloc NYC @francobianchix

BILL CARMICHAEL* (Doc) is excited to 
return to The Gateway after making 
his debut in Jimmy Buffett’s Escape to 
Margaritaville. Broadway credits 
include: Mamma Mia (original cast), 
Les Miserable, Cats, and Peter Pan. 
Bill was in the Original Production of 

Forbidden Broadway and can be heard on the Original 
Cast Recording. In LA, he was in the Original US 
Premiere of Ragtime, Forever Plaid, and Sweeney Todd. 
First National Tours: Phantom of the Opera, Cats, City 
of Angels, and Ragtime. Theaters worked in include 
Mark Taper Forum, Goodspeed Opera House, Eugene 
O’Neill Theater Center, NYSF, and St. Michael’s 
Playhouse in Vermont where he has appeared in 
dozens of productions. Bill lives in Waltham, VT with 
his wife, Sue.

SABINA COLLAZO* (Maria) is thrilled 
to be back at The Gateway! She 
previously appeared in the regional 
premiere of On Your Feet! Credits 
include Sarah Brown in Guys and 
Dolls (Redhouse Arts), Anne in A Little 
Night Music (Barrington Stage) and 

Maria in West Side Story (Milwaukee Rep, Pittsburgh 
CLO, and KC Starlight). Musical Theater Graduate from 
University of Michigan. Shoutout to my familia and my 
partner, Josh for always supporting me. Para mi isla, 
Puerto Rico. @_sabinacollazo

SAMARA DECASTRO (Rosalia, u/s 
Maria, Somewhere Solo) is thrilled to 
be making her professional debut at 
The Gateway! Samara will be 
graduating from Montclair State 
University with a BFA in Musical 
Theater this May. She thanks her 

family, friends, and professors for their continuous 
love and support. Represented by Paradigm. 
@samaraadecastro on Instagram.

ANGELINA DIDEA (Minnie, Margarita, 
u/s Anybodys) is a dancer, actor, 
singer, content creator, emcee, and 
model from Pennsylvania. She is 
based in New York City and recently 
graduated from The American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy. With 16 years 

of performance experience, she makes her regional 
theatre debut in West Side Story at The Gateway! Her 

Continued on page 14

WHO'S WHO
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DAVID FOSTER &  
KATHARINE MCPHEE 
Sat. Sep. 26 @ 8pm 
DAVID SEDARIS 
Sun. Oct. 4 @ 7pm 
THE HOT SARDINES 
Sat. Oct. 10 @ 8pm 
EMERSON LEGACY CONCERT 
Sun. Oct. 11 @ 5pm  
GRAVITY & OTHER MYTHS 
Sun. Oct. 18 @ 7pm 
PAUL REISER  
Sat. Oct. 24 @ 8pm 
JENNIFER FRAUTSCHI  
& CHRISTINA DAHL  
Wed. Oct. 28 @ 7pm 
DISNEY PIXAR’S COCO 
Fri. Oct.  30 @ 6:30pm  
ONE VISION OF QUEEN  
Sun. Nov. 8 @ 7pm 
STARRY NIGHTS 
COLIN CARR & ARNAUD SUSSMANN 
Wed. Nov. 11 @ 7pm  
BALLETS JAZZ MONTRÉAL  
Sat. Nov. 21 @ 8pm 
HOLIDAY POPS  
Sun. Dec. 6 @ 4pm 
JESSICA VOSK: SLEIGH 
Fri. Dec. 11 @ 8pm 
STONY BROOK  
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  
Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5,  
Feb. 20, Apr. 3 @ 7:30 pm FA
LL

 2
0
2
6

STALLER
stallercenter.com (631) 632-ARTS [2787]

STALLER CENTER FOR THE ARTS AT STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY

On Sale now. 
See it this July!

stonybrookfilmfestival.com

20% off  
season shows  

using code GATEWAY  
at checkout* 

*Excludes Gala.

20% off  
your flex pass 

using code GATEWAY  
at checkout*

STA GATEWAY FP.qxp_Layout 1  4/27/26  2:36 PM  Page 1
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work includes commercials for Heelys, Roblox, and 
Journeys, Performing with Twink and a Redhead at the 
ACLU fundraiser, and emceeing for ID Dance 
Competition.

BRYAN ERNESTO MENJIVAR* (Juanito, 
Associate Choreographer, Dance 
Captain) Originally from Hollywood, 
California now living in Harlem, NYC. 
Off Broadway: Rappucinni’s Daughter, 
Sgt Stubby. Regional: Fame, Saturday 
Night Fever, In the Heights, Evita, On 

Your Feet! En Español. He is excited to be back here at 
The Gateway with this phenomenal team and dedicates 
this to his cast, his family, his amazing dog Oliver, and 
most importantly his amazing partner Theo. Te Amo Te 
Quiero Te Adoro y ALULU. Xoxo. Insta: hauz_of_be

CURTIS J FAULKNER* (Pepe, u/s 
Bernardo) (he/him) The Gateway 
debut! Off-Broadway: The Joe Hill 
Revival, Skyscraper the Musical. 
Recent adventures: Jersey Shore Arts 
Center, Disney Cruise Line, Dallas 
Theater Center, The Long Center. 

Curtis was born and raised in Austin, Texas, and 
graduated from SMU. Gracias a Dios, a mi familia, y a 
mi amor. @curtisjfaulkner

MEGAN ELYSE FULMER* (Anita) is 
excited to make her debut at The 
Gateway as ANITA! She had the 
privilege of originating the role of Lola 
in the world premiere of Take the Lead 
at Papermill Playhouse while 
understudying Adrienne Bailon and 

fulfilling her duties as dance captain. Other credits: 
Off Broadway: ¡Americano! (Ensemble) National tours: 
Shrek the Musical (Swing), Straight Outta Oz starring 
Todrick Hall (Ensemble), and The Bodyguard (DC/
featured ensemble). US Premieres: Deceived at Maltz 
Jupiter Theater (Nancy), and The Bodyguard at 
Papermill Playhouse (Ensemble). TV/ Film: Law and 
Order SVU (Ariana Lopez), Behind the Curtain on Prime 
(Self), 21st Century Courtship (Mariana). Megan also 
had the privilege of backup dancing and singing for 
Julianne Hough’s Holiday Show at the Paradise Club in 
Time Square. Thank you to the creative team for this 
incredible opportunity. Thank you Hudson Artist 
Agency, Jeremey Adam Rey, y lo más importante, mi 
familia. #wepawhileyouwerk www.meganelysefulmer.
com @meg_fulms

ABIGAIL GRAHAM (Anybodys) is a NYC 
performer who is so excited to be 
making their Gateway debut this spring 
with such an incredible group of people! 
As a long time theatre professional, 
Abigail has spent the last 6 years 
traveling the country (and the world) 

telling stories and making people smile. Some favorite 
credits include A Chorus Line (Bebe), Scooby-Doo: Mystery 
at the Mall (Velma Dinkly), and The Rocky Horror Show 
(Riff Raff). Much love to the cast, crew, and creative team 
- thank you for all your incredible support and 
encouragement <3 @abigailellengraham

GABRIEL HOBBS (Diesel) is so excited 
to be a part of this production of West 
Side Story. Recent credits include: The 
Escapologist/Ensemble in Matilda 
(Black Rock Theatre), Ensemble in 
Something Rotten! (The Barnstormers 
Theatre), and Caiaphas in Jesus 

Christ Superstar (IAMT). Huge thank you to IAMT and 
my family. @gabealanhobbs.

JACKSON HURT* (Tony) is thrilled to be 
making his debut at The Gateway! 
Tour: Elf the Musical , My Fair Lady 
(2nd, 3rd Nat’l) Select Regional: 
Disney’s Newsies, Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, The Wizard of Oz (Tuacahn), 
The Sound of Music, Memphis (The 

Lex), Cinderella (Aurora), Little Women, Grease, 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid (The Palace), Pippin 
(Cincinnati Landmark), The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
(The Carnegie). Cruise: RCCL. All my love to Evan. 
Many thanks to his family and UIA. NKU BFA Alum.  
@jackson.hurt12. Ephesians 6:16.

CARLOS JIMENEZ* (Bernardo) (he/
him) is so excited to be back at The 
Gateway! Originally from Morovis, 
Puerto Rico & raised in New Jersey, he 
is now happily based in NYC. 
Broadway: West Side Story (Shark 
Swing). Pre-Broadway: Devil Wears 

Prada (Swing/Nate u/s) Regional: Evita (Ensemble/
Tango Feature), Kinky Boots (Angel), Cinderella 
(Ensemble), Jimmy Buffet’s Escape to Margaritaville 
(Dance Captain/Ensemble), West Side Story (Chino, 
U/S Bernardo), In The Heights (Ensemble, u/s Sonny). 
Sending so much love and gratitude to his parents and 
his chosen family. Represented by Daniel Hoff. 
@cajimen0127

WHO'S WHO

Continued on page 16



GATEWAY PLAYHOUSE   15

THE BELLPORT
Steps Away from the Gateway Playhouse

159 SOUTH COUNTRY ROAD |  BELLPORT NY 11713

631.286.7550 | www.thebellportrestaurant.com

~ New York Times Review
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Continued on page 18

ASHTON LAMBERT* (Riff) (he/him) is 
overjoyed to be making his Gateway 
debut with one of his all-time favorite 
shows! Tours: West Side Story 
(International Tour), Tootsie (First 
National Tour). Regional Theatre: Bull 
Durham (Paper Mill Playhouse), 

Grease (North Shore Music Theatre), 42nd Street 
(Theatre By the Sea), Fiddler on the Roof (ACT of 
Connecticut), Cats (Flat Rock Playhouse), Camelot 
(TUTS), Newsies (Utah Festival OMT), La Cage Aux 
Folles (Little Theatre OTS), A Chorus Line (Reagle 
Music Theatre). TV: Dancer on Saturday Night Live 
(NBC).  Ashton is a proud Otterbein University 
Graduate (BFA Musical Theatre/Dance Minor). He 
would like to thank his Dad, Mom, Duncan, Jules, Bloc 
NYC, and all his wonderful friends for their constant 
support! Instagram: @ashtolambo.

KEEGHAN LAVERY (Pauline, Jet Girl 
Swing) is thrilled to be making her 
Gateway performance debut! 
Originally from Long Island, Keeghan 
is a proud alumna of Stage Door 
School of Dance and Oklahoma City 
University (BFA Dance Performance). 

Her recent credits include Resident Ensemble dance 
captain, featured dancer, and swing with Music 
Theatre Wichita. Additionally, Associate Choreographer 
and Choreographer for the Gateway Conservatory 
division (Matilda Jr. and Willy Wonka Jr.). Thank you to 
my incredible family for all your support on this 
journey, as well as friends and chosen family for your 
endless love! @keeghan_lavery

DUSTIN LAWSON (Glad Hand; Wig, 
Hair, & Makeup Design) is a 
Tennessee native, and is thrilled to 
begin his third season here at the 
Gateway, both onstage and 
backstage! Some favorite past roles 
include Seymour Krelborn (Little Shop 

of Horrors), Drew Boley (Rock of Ages), Brad Majors 
(The Rocky Horror Picture Show) Billy Cane (Bright 
Star), and Terk (Disney’s Tarzan). However, Dustin is 
most known for his Wig and Makeup Design. Regional: 
Pretty Woman (Regional Premiere), 42nd Street, Irving 
Berlin’s White Christmas, Rock of Ages, and others at 
the Gateway. During the Fall he serves as the Creature 
and Makeup Designer for Gateway’s Haunted 
Playhouse. Other notable credits include his work on 
the workshops of Evil Dead: The Musical (High School 

Edition) and Mean Girls (High School Edition) at 
Stagedoor Manor Performing Arts Training Center in 
Loch Sheldrake, NY. For Mom and Dad. Instagram: 
@double.take.sfx

LILY MENDOZA (Estrella) (she/her) is 
making her regional debut in West 
Side Story at The Gateway! She is a 
first year student at The Norwalk 
Conservatory of the Arts majoring in 
Musical Theater Dance. In the past 
year, she was a part of their 

production of Footloose and Dog Sees God. She would 
love to thank her family and friends for supporting her 
through it all!

JACK MINTZ (A-Rab, u/s Tony) is 
thrilled to be making his Gateway 
debut! A Boston-based actor, Jack is 
now entering his final year at the 
Boston Conservatory where he’s 
training for his BFA in Musical Theater 
with a specialization in dance. Recent 

credits include Urinetown (Officer Lockstock), Legally 
Blonde (Kyle), West Side Story (Swing, u/s Riff) and 
Alice by Heart (Caterpillar). Thank you to his teachers, 
friends, and family. Enjoy the show! @Minnty-Mint

BRANDON MORENO (Toro) (he/they) is 
thrilled to be making his Gateway 
debut! Hailing from Los Angeles, 
Brandon is proud to be celebrating his 
Salvadoran heritage in such an 
amazing show. Some favorite credits 
include Carlos in the national tour of 

Legally Blonde and Jason Weems in the national tour 
of Mean Girls. Other credits include Larry in A Chorus 
Line (Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival) and dancing 
for the mouse in Mickey’s Most Merriest Celebration 
(Walt Disney World). I would like to thank my family 
and friends for always cheering me on, and I want to 
shout out my amazing agent Brian at Hell’s Kitchen 
Agency for being the best at what you do! Join the 
party on instagram! @busy.with.brandonnn

JACK DAVID MULLEN (Big Deal, u/s 
Action) First year at IAMT. Thrilled to 
have his Gateway debut!  Muny: La 
Cage aux Folles, Evita, Bring it On, 
and 18 more. Others: Pippin (Leading 
Player), The Addams Family (Gomez), 

WHO'S WHO



GATEWAY PLAYHOUSE   17



18   2026-27 SEASON

631-447-8800
www.LivingLegendsHealth.comwww.LivingLegendsHealth.com

631-447-8800

WE OFFER PT, OT &
SPEECH THERAPIES FOR

Telemetry Monitoring
OFFERING REAL-TIME AWARD WINNING

Telemetry Monitoring

Injuries & Deconditioning

Cardiac & Pulmonary
Joint Replacements
Stroke Recovery
Wound Healing
Outpatient Rehab

Neuromuscular Diseases

AHA CERTIFIED

Continued on page 22

Pajama Game (Sid), Puffs (Narrator), Jesus Christ 
Superstar. Upcoming: Stages Saint Louis - Guys and 
Dolls. “Thank you friends and family and IAMT. This 
role is dedicated with gratitude to Mark Krupinski.” 
*tugs ear* @jackdavidmullen

PJ PALMER (Action, u/s Riff) is stoked 
to be back in the gang for his 14th 
production of West Side Story. He was 
recently seen on Broadway hailing a 
taxi, but more legitimate credits 
include: National tour: Elf: The Musical, 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Regional: Goodspeed, Paper Mill, MUNY, North Shore, 
Maine State, REV, North Carolina Theatre, Fulton, 
Tuacahn, Casa Manana, Flat Rock, Stages St.Louis, 
Engeman, and more. Proud member of AEA, American 
Eagle Awards program. @peejpalmer

ALEXIS PAPALEO (Francisca, u/s 
Anita) is a recent NYU Tisch grad and 
is so excited to be making her Gateway 
debut! Off Broadway: 3Penny Opera. 
Regional: When Elvis Met the Beatles 
(Ogunquit Playhouse) Jesus Christ 
Superstar (Ensemble, The REV), 

Something Rotten (Ensemble & Dance Captain, 
Playhouse Stage Co.), A Chorus Line (Sheila, NYU Tisch). 
Much love and thanks to the WSS team, her family, and 
Danny and Meghan at Hudson Artists! @alexis_papaleo

RODOLFO SANTAMARINA (Indio, u/s 
Chino) originally from Argentina. 
Credits: On Your Feet! Broadway 
National Tour, The Addams Family, 
Sister Act, Pretty Woman The Musical, 
West Side Story, Cabaret, In The 
Heights, Mummy in the Closet: Evita’s 

Return, Joseph…, FAME, The Littlest Tree. Argentina: 
Sugar, El Gran Final, Disney Momentos Mágicos. Tv: 
Talento Argentino, Susana Gimenez. Movies: High 
School Musical El Desafío (Arg & Mex). Dance: Royal 
Caribbean, Galleto Tango Company (NYC). 
@rodosantamarina

OLIVIA SCHUH (Velma) is thrilled to be 
making her Gateway debut in none 
other than the ever-classic West Side 
Story. She recently was seen in the 
NYC debut of the play, Weapon in 
Waiting at Arts on Site, as well as in 
the world premiere of One For My Baby 

at All Roads Theatre Company in Los Angeles. Other 
favorite credits include dancing in Broadway Bares, 
Broadway Showstoppers at the Saban Theatre and 
singing in cabarets around New York City at venues 
such as the Laurie Beechman and Green Room 42. All 
the love and more to her family, mentor, agents and 
friends - the many people who keep me sane - or at 
least try their darnedest

JESSE SWIMM* 
(Lt. Schrank u/s 
Doc) is thrilled 
to return to The 
Gateway with 
West Side Story. 
Broadway: 

School of Rock (OBC), Mary 
Poppins (u/s Bert). Tours: 
Cameron Mackintosh’s My Fair 
Lady. Regional: 42nd Street (Pat 
Denning, u/s Julian Marsh, The 
Gateway), Sweet Charity (Oscar, 
Maltz Jupiter), The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood (Durdles Alternate, 
u/s Bazzard, Goodspeed Opera 
House), Billy Elliot (George, u/s 
Dad, Goodspeed Opera House), 
Footloose (Reverend Shaw 
Moore, CFRT), The Full Monty 

WHO'S WHO
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PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE 
MEETS PRODUCTIONMEETS PRODUCTION

Experience the Quality

YOU’RE ENJOYING THE 
SHOW.  YOU’RE HOLDING 
OUR WORK.
We believe the best way to 
demonstrate our capabilities is 
to put them right in your hands. 
Searles Graphics is proud to 
handle design and printing for The 
Gateway. When you’re ready for a 
marketing partner who can handle 
the big picture and the fine details, 
look no further.

56 Old Dock Road, Yaphank, New York 11980 • 631-345-2202
www.searlesgraphics.com
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(Harold Nichols, Transcendence Theatre Co), Disney’s 
Beauty & the Beast (Lumiere, Sharon Playhouse) Rock 
of Ages (Dennis Dupree, Argyle Theatre). Thank you to 
Vincent, Andrew, Rachel, Paul, and my agents at The 
Mine. Love to my Mom & Dad. IG: @jswimm1

MANNY ERIAS (Officer Krupke) aka 
‘Tugboat Manny’ is thrilled to be 
making his Gateway debut. Born in 
Niagara Falls, NY, and raised in East 
Setauket, he now calls Patchogue 
home. After taking a comedy class 13 
years ago, Manny launched into 

performing clean comedy across the country. His 
credits include appearances at the Borgata Hotel in 
Atlantic City, the Westbury Music Fair, and Las Vegas. 
A passionate mental health advocate and former 
Naval Reservist, Manny has also dedicated time to 
teaching the fine art of stand-up comedy to fellow 
veterans, helping them transition from military service 
back into civilian life. He’s grateful to be part of The 
Gateway family.

ALYSIA VASTARDIS (Graziella) is 
thrilled to be making her Gateway 
debut in West Side Story! Some 
favorite credits include: Nat’l Tour: Elf 
the Musical (Ensemble u/s Jovie), 
Cruise: Beetlejuice (Barbara Maitland, 
NCL), Saturday Night Fever (Annette, 

Royal Caribbean). Regional: Ogunquit Playhouse, North 
Shore Music Theatre, The Palace Theatre. Off-
Broadway: Maddie the Musical. She graduated from 
Point Park University with BFA Musical Theatre, minor 
in Dance! All the love and thanks to the incredible 
creative team: Vince, Ashley, Andrew, Jake, and Bryan! 
She is so thankful to her family, friends, Matt, and MTA 
for always supporting her! Alysiavastardis.com  
@alysiavastardis

VINCENT ORTEGA* (Director/Choreographer) is thrilled 
to return to his HOME: The Gateway, as Director/
Choreographer. Vincent is very passionate about 
Latinx Representation and is thrilled to be presenting 
this beautiful piece to this amazing community here. 
Vincent has many credits here at The Gateway as 
Director and Choreographer. Vincent made his Gateway 
directing debut with In The Heights. Past credits at 
The Gateway include The Wedding Singer, A Century 
of Christmas, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, A Chorus Line, 
Spamalot, South Pacific, Rock of Ages, The Addams 
Family, The Rocky Horror Show, Flashdance the 
Musical, On Your Feet!, Elf the Musical, and Head Over 

Heels. Other Choreography highlights are Nickelodeon, 
Disney’s Descendants, Super Bowl, Camilla Cabello, 
The Black Eyed Peas, Janet Jackson, Bad Bunny, and 
most recently at London’s O2 Arena with Ice Cube. 
Choreography projects also include work for Netflix and 
Disney Channel. He’ll soon be working on Rent and 
Come From Away. Vincent would like to thank everyone 
at The Gateway for this opportunity, especially Paul 
Allan, Michael Baker, and Rachel Armitstead for their 
trust and encouragement, Andrew Austin for his talent 
and support, Bryan Ernesto Menjivar for his help and 
love, and of course, his INCREDIBLE associate Ashley 
Klinger for her incredible skills, passion for her craft, 
and all around love. He couldn’t have done it without 
you. Special thanks to his phenomenal cast and crew. 
He’s beyond overwhelmed with the support and love 
that surrounds him. Follow Vincent @VinceOrtega on 
Instagram, @VincentOrtega on TikTok

ASHLEY KLINGER* (Associate Director/Choreographer, 
Intimacy Director) is returning to The Gateway with her 
favorite creative team. Recent Gateway productions 
include The Full Monty (ID), Pretty Woman (ID), Head 
Over Heels, The Wedding Singer (Assoc.Dir/Chor), and 
Jimmy Buffett’s Escape to Margaritaville (Assoc. Dir/
Chor). Favorite Credits: A Chorus Line National tours, 
Victoria’s Secret Commercials, Law and Order SVU,  
Pippin (Fastrada), Jersey Boys (Riverside), Stroman’s 
The Merry Widow. She is an alum of Point Park 
University (Dance) and has extensive teaching and 
choreography experience. http://www.ashleydklinger.
com IG:@ashleydklinger Hudson Artists Agency

ANDREW HAILE AUSTIN (Music Director) is a composer, 
pianist, and conductor currently living in Brooklyn, NY. 
After graduating from college, he moved to NYC, where 
he worked at several arts schools while freelancing 
as a conductor for many theatres and universities in 
the New York City area. Since that time, Andrew has 
music-directed over 100 productions of operas and 
musicals across the country, most recently at Riverside 
Theatre, Virginia Music Theatre, The Gateway, New 
Bedford Festival Theatre, and Theatre Under the Stars. 
He is also the music supervisor for the national tour of 
Miracle on 34th Street and A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Live!. As a teacher, he has taught both high school 
and college-age students working at several schools 
in NYC, including the American Musical and Dramatic 
Academy (AMDA), and ten years at the Governor’s 
School for the Arts in Norfolk, VA. As a composer, his 
works have been presented throughout the country, 
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recently at the Source Song Festival in Minneapolis 
and at the Connecticut Summerfest in Hartford, CT. 
He was also named composer-in-residence for the 
Tidewater Opera Initiative (TOI) who presented his 
opera, The Snow Maiden of Appalachia. Andrew holds 
a doctorate in composition from the Peabody Institute 
of Johns Hopkins University, where he studied with 
composer Kevin Puts. This is Andrew’s 25th show at 
The Gateway! www.andrewhaileaustin.com

JAKE TURSKI (Associate Music Director) is thrilled to 
be returning to The Gateway after a year away! NYC 
pianist/music director. Has been faculty/staff at Molloy 
College/CAP21 Conservatory, AMDA NYC, LaGuardia 
High School, Neighborhood Playhouse and others. 
Former keyboard sub for the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular and cruising with Norwegian and Royal 
Caribbean. Special thanks to his mom, and maestro 
Andrew Austin for inviting him to join in the fun. Enjoy 
the show!

BETHANY SORTMAN* (Production Stage Manager) 
Broadway: Chicago; Tours: Elf The Musical, Chicago, 
Summer: The Donna Summer…, Finding Neverland, 
The Wizard of Oz, Cabaret; Regional/‘Stock favorites: 
42nd Street, Mary Poppins, Spamalot, Young 
Frankenstein, A Chorus Line. Endless gratitude for all 
those who continue to guide and support her along 
this journey we call Life. DH

BRENDAN M CULLEN* (Assistant Stage Manager) 
(he/him) is happy to return to The Gateway for 
West Side Story. Credits include: The Full Monty 
(The Gateway),  Rock of Ages, The Secret Garden 
(A.C.T. of Connecticut), Head Over Heels, Escape 
to Margaritaville (Theatre SilCo), Into the Woods 
(Resident Theatre Company), King Lear, Hamlet 
(American Shakespeare Center), and {my lingerie play} 
(Joe’s Pub). Thanks to Bethany for the opportunity. Love 
for Little Red Sofa. Brendan can be vaguely monitored 
@nopostsgiven

REBECCA KLEEMAN (Assistant Stage Manager) is 
excited to return to The Gateway for West Side Story! 
Her most recent stage management credits include: 
The Full Monty (ASM, The Gateway), The Wizard of Oz: 
Youth Edition (SM, Greater Boston Stage Company), 
The Musical Adventures of Flat Stanley (SM, Totem Pole 
Playhouse), The 39 Steps (ASM, Totem Pole Playhouse), 
9 to 5 (ASM, Totem Pole Playhouse). She proudly 
graduated with a B.F.A. in Stage Management from 
Boston University.

JOSÉ SANTIAGO (Lighting Design), who started working 
at The Gateway back in 2003 as an electrics intern, is 
excited to be back home. His work has been seen at 
Palm Beach Dramaworks, Pioneer Theatre Company, 
Ogunquit Playhouse, Maltz Jupiter Theatre, Chicago 
Opera, The Paramount Theatre (Aurora, IL), Drury 
Lane (Chicago), The REV Theatre Company, Skylight 
Music Theatre, Center REP, Bristol Riverside Theatre, 
North Shore Music Theatre, Theatre by the Sea, Bay 
Street Theatre, Gretna Playhouse, The Gateway, The 
Engeman Theater, Guild Hall, Penobscot Theatre, 
5 Star Theatricals, Slow Burn Theatre, Gulfshore 
Playhouse. He received his MFA in Lighting Design 
from Florida State University. Proud member of USA829 
and represented by Michael Moore Agency. www.
jsantiagodesign.com

JANINE LOESCH  (Costume Design) is a New York 
based Costume Designer. Other costume designs 
include: Welcome to the Big Dipper (The York, Off-
Broadway World Premiere), Evita*, Jersey Boys*, Rock 
of Ages*, Jimmy Buffet’s Escape to Margaritaville*, 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical*, Holiday 
Spectacular on Ice with Nancy Kerrigan, The Addams 
Family, Fiddler on the Roof, The Full Monty (The 
Gateway), Romeo and Juliet, Bloody, Bloody Andrew 
Jackson, King Lear*, And Then There Were None* 
(South Shore Experience), A View from the Bridge*, The 
Revolutionist (Modern Classics Theatre @BACCA), The 
Mikado (New York Tour), Junior Versions of: Spongebob 
The Musical, Disney’s The Lion King, Disney’s 
Finding Nemo, Matilda, Disney’s The Little Mermaid, 
and Legally Blonde, Teen Edition (The Gateway 
Conservatory). Janine was the Wardrobe Supervisor 
on the World Premiere Off-Broadway Production of 
The Last Supper: Musical, the Original Off-Broadway 
Premiere of ¡Americano!, and the Off-Broadway 
Production of Fiddler on the Roof: In Yiddish with 
English Supertitles, Directed By Joel Grey. She also 
Costume-Coordinated The First National Tour of The 
Cher Show: A Broadway Musical, and the National Tour 
of Little Women; The Broadway Musical. *Indicates 
BroadwayWorld Best Costume Design Nominee. Visit 
for more: https://janineloeschtbb.wixsite.com/janine-
loesch-cd
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Thank you. Because of supporters like you, The Gateway Playhouse continues to bring 
Broadway-quality theatre, meaningful education programs, and essential community 
experiences to our region. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we rely on your generosity 
to sustain and grow this work.

YOUR SUPPORT IN 2025 MADE AN IMPACT
•	 Welcomed 50,000+ patrons to professional productions, including 42nd Street and 

Disney’s Frozen: The Musical
•	 Trained and inspired 400+ students through the Gateway School for the Performing Arts
•	 Expanded access through scholarships, discounted tickets, and community programs
•	 Began bathroom, lobby, and seating renovations to enhance the theatre experience
•	 Donated 700+ ticket vouchers to local charitable organizations

COMMUNITY & ACCESSIBILITY
The Gateway Playhouse partners with organizations such as the Bellport Boys & Girls 
Club, East End Disability Associates, CEED, and Dancing Classrooms Long Island to bring 
theatre workshops, backstage tours, and educational programs to youth and families.

Through 44 library partnerships, 3400 ticket lotteries, and community discounts, over 1000 
affordable tickets are distributed each year to students, seniors, veterans, and underserved 
communities.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT
•	 Donate — Gifts of $100+ are recognized in our 2026 Playbill
•	 Support Scholarships for the Gateway School for the Performing Arts
•	 Leave a Legacy with a Theatre Seat Plaque ($500) or Shining Wall Plaque ($1,000)
•	 Volunteer and help us create memorable experiences for our community

Your generosity helps keep the stage lit for today’s audiences
and future generations.

For more information:
Susan Daconto, Director of Development • 631-286-8851

SUPPORT THE GATEWAY PLAYHOUSE
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BIG Music!
BIG Stories!

BIG Heart!
A New Season of Music, Legends, 

And Lives Changed In The Spotlight!

The story about five legendary guys with a dream

JUNE 19 - JULY 19JUNE 19 - JULY 19 AUG. 7 - SEPT. 6AUG. 7 - SEPT. 6

7000 STRANDED PASSENGERS.
ONE SMALL TOWN.

A REMARKABLE TRUE STORY.
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Plan Your Season at 
Thegateway.org
or Call  631-286-1133 

ALL TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

SEE FOUR OR
MORE SHOWS

& SAVE 35%

JAN. 22 - FEB. JAN. 22 - FEB. 2121 20
27

20
27

NOV. 27       - JAN. 3NOV. 27       - JAN. 320
26

20
26

20
27

20
27

Four legends in one studio for a holiday you’ll never forget

A new musical

Experience the music. Discover the man.
Witness the love story behind the songs.​

MARCH 12-APRIL  4MARCH 12-APRIL  4 20
27

20
27
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ARTHUR LAURENTS (Book) An award-winning 
playwright, screenwriter, librettist, director and 
producer, Arthur Laurents has been responsible 
for creating the librettos of many Broadway shows 
including Gypsy, Anyone Can Whistle, Do I Hear A 
Waltz?, Hallelujah, Baby! and Nick & Nora. He wrote 
the screenplays for The Snake Pit, Anna Lucasta, 
Anastasia, Bonjour Tristesse, The Way We Were and 
The Turning Point. He also wrote the plays Home Of 
The Brave, The Time Of The Cuckoo and A Clearing in 
The Woods. He directed I Can Get It For You Wholesale, 
Anyone Can Whistle, Gypsy, La Cage Aux Folles, Birds 
Of Paradise and Nick & Nora.

LEONARD BERNSTEIN (Music) was a world-renowned 
American composer, conductor, and educator born 
in Lawrence, Massachusetts. He studied at Harvard 
and the Curtis Institute and rose to prominence 
after his acclaimed 1943 debut with the New York 
Philharmonic, where he later served as Music Director 
(1958–1969), leaving behind an extensive legacy 
of recordings. An influential advocate for American 
music, Bernstein composed works including On 
the Town (1944), Wonderful Town (1953), Candide 
(1956), and West Side Story (1957), collaborating with 
artists such as Betty Comden, Adolph Green, Jerome 
Robbins, Stephen Sondheim, Hugh Wheeler, and 
Arthur Laurents. His concert works include Symphony 
No. 1 “Jeremiah”, Chichester Psalms, and Mass. A 
celebrated conductor, he helped revive interest in 
Mahler and reached global audiences through his 
televised Young People’s Concerts. His honors include 
multiple Emmy and Grammy Awards, the Kennedy 
Center Honors, and a Lifetime Achievement Grammy. 
Bernstein was also a lifelong outspoken humanitarian, 
advocating for the civil rights movement, Amnesty 
International, AIDS awareness and research, and the 
end of the Cold War, alongside countless other causes. 
Bernstein’s centennial was celebrated from 2017-
2019, generating over 5,700 events worldwide.

STEPHEN SONDHEIM (Lyrics) was a groundbreaking 
composer and lyricist born and raised in New York 
City whose work reshaped modern musical theatre. He 
wrote the music and lyrics for Saturday Night (1954), 
A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum 
(1962), Anyone Can Whistle (1964), Company (1970, 
Tony Award), Follies (1971, Tony Award), A Little Night 
Music (1973, Tony Award), The Frogs (1974), Pacific 
Overtures (1976), Sweeney Todd (1979, Tony Award), 

Merrily We Roll Along (1981), Sunday In The Park With 
George (1984, Pulitzer Prize), Into The Woods (1987, 
Tony Award), Assassins (1991), Passion (1994, Tony 
Award), Road Show (2008) and HERE WE ARE (2023), 
as well as the lyrics for West Side Story (1957), Gypsy 
(1959), Do I Hear A Waltz? (1965) and additional 
lyrics for Candide (1973). Side By Side By Sondheim 
(1976), Marry Me A Little (1981), You’re Gonna Love 
Tomorrow (1983), Putting It Together (1993/99), 
Moving On (2001), Sondheim On Sondheim (2010) 
and Old Friends (2023) are anthologies of his work 
as composer and lyricist. For films, he composed the 
scores of “Stavisky” (1974), co-composed the score 
for “Reds” (1981), and wrote songs for “Dick Tracy” 
(1990). He wrote songs for the television production 
“Evening Primrose” (1966), co-authored the film “The 
Last of Sheila” (1973) and the play Getting Away 
With Murder (1996) and provided incidental music 
for the plays The Girls of Summer (1956), Invitation 
To A March (1961), Twigs (1971) and The Enclave 
(1973). His collected lyrics with attendant essays 
have been published in two volumes: "Finishing 
the Hat" (2010) and "Look, I Made a Hat" (2011). In 
2010, the Broadway theater formerly known as Henry 
Miller's Theatre was renamed in his honor, and in 
2019 he became the first living artist to have a theatre 
named in his honor on Shaftesbury Avenue when the 
refurbished Queen’s Theatre in London’s West End was 
renamed the Sondheim Theatre to commemorate his 
90th birthday, by Sir Cameron Mackintosh. His legacy 
continues to influence artists worldwide. 

JEROME ROBBINS (Original Concept, Direction, 
Choreography) was a world-renowned director and 
choreographer whose work spanned ballet, Broadway, 
film, and television. He began as a modern and 
Broadway dancer before joining American Ballet 
Theatre in 1939, where he performed principal roles. 
His first ballet, Fancy Free (1944), remains widely 
performed. Robbins later joined New York City Ballet 
as Associate Artistic Director alongside George 
Balanchine while continuing his groundbreaking work 
in musical theatre. His Broadway credits include On 
the Town, The King and I, Gypsy, Peter Pan, Fiddler on 
the Roof, and West Side Story, for which he won two 
Academy Awards for co-direction and choreography. 
In addition to his two Academy Awards, Mr. Robbins's 
awards and citations include four Tony Awards, five 
Donaldson Awards, two Emmy Awards, the Screen 
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Celebrating 58 Years

A Lifetime of
Growth & Service
Miller's Mint, a family-owned 
business with an International 
reputation, established in 1967 
by Harry & Joan Miller.

------- EXPERTISE, PASSION & SELECTION -------

We offer a vast selection of coins, stamps, precious 
metals, and paper money, catering to both 
seasoned collectors and enthusiastic beginners.

CONTACT US TODAY
800-633-3320

info@millersmint.com
www.millersmint.com

313 E. Main St. Patchogue, NY 11772

Miller’s Mint

Long Island’s
Leading Dealer of:

GOLD, SILVER 
& PLATINUM
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Directors' Guild Award and the New York Drama Critics 
Circle Award. Mr. Robbins is a 1981 Kennedy Center 
Honors Recipient, was awarded the Commandeur de 
L'Order des Arts et des Lettres, is an honorary member 
of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and 
Letters, and was awarded a National Medal of Arts as 
well as the Governor's Arts Awards by the New York 
State Council on the Arts. In 1989, Jerome Robbins's 
Broadway won six Tony Awards including Best Musical 
and Best Director. He was most recently awarded the 
French Chevalier dans l'Ordre National de la Legion 
d'Honneur. Jerome Robbins passed away in 1998.

MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL (MTI) is one of the 
world’s leading theatrical licensing agencies, granting 
theatres from around the world the rights to perform 
the greatest selection of musicals from Broadway and 
beyond. Founded in 1952 by composer Frank Loesser 
and orchestrator Don Walker, MTI is a driving force in 
advancing musical theatre as a vibrant and engaging 
art form. MTI works directly with the composers, 
lyricists and book writers of these musicals to provide 

official scripts, musical materials and dynamic 
theatrical resources to over 100,000 professional, 
community and school theatres in the US and in 
over 150 countries worldwide. MTI is particularly 
dedicated to educational theatre, and has created 
special collections to meet the needs of various 
types of performers and audiences. MTI’s Broadway 
Junior® shows are 30- and 60-minute musicals for 
performance by elementary and middle school-aged 
performers, while MTI’s School Editions are musicals 
annotated for performance by high school students. 
Launched in May 2025, MTI’s Broadway Senior™ 
musicals are geared and adapted for adult performers 
55 and over. MTI maintains its global headquarters in 
New York City with additional offices in London (MTI 
Europe) and Melbourne (MTI Australasia)
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Be on Stage!Be on Stage!
LEARN, LAUGH, SHINE!

• NEW STUDENTS WELCOME
• MAKE NEW FRIENDS

• MULTI CLASS DISCOUNTS AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

ACTING • MUSICAL THEATRE • PRODUCTION

FUN CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES

TO LEARN MORE EMAIL: ACTINGSCHOOL@THEGATEWAY.ORG
 OR CALL (631) 286-0555, EXT 5000  THEGATEWAY.ORG

New students

50% OFF!
*Call to inquire!

ClassesClasses
NowNow

EnrollingEnrolling

www.88844ferry.com   1-888-443-3779

•  ROOM FOR OVER 
90 VEHICLES 
EACH CROSSING 

•  NUMEROUS 
CROSSINGS DAILY

•  ON BOARD 
FOOD SERVICE & 
STEAMBOAT LOUNGE

•  ENCLOSED 
PASSENGER CABIN 

We “Set the Stage” for 
civilized travel to New England!



32   2026-27 SEASON

Stellar performances start at  
St. Joseph’s University, New York.  
Our award-winning educational 
programs offer a world of 
opportunities close to home, 
preparing students to take center 
stage and be ready for lives of 
purpose and achievement.

ReadyReady
Brooklyn • Long Island • Online

Learn  
more at 
sjny.edu.

SJC1421_GatewayPlayhouse_Winter_PrintAd_5x3.875_v2.indd   1SJC1421_GatewayPlayhouse_Winter_PrintAd_5x3.875_v2.indd   1 11/10/25   1:30 PM11/10/25   1:30 PM

70 North Ocean Avenue • Patchogue • 631-289-1900 • www.reeses1900.com
~Closed Sunday~

Since 1971

Reese’s 1900
A TRADITIONAL “OLD STYLE” PUB

~Serving Lunch and Dinner Monday - Saturday~
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GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!
Diamonds for all - from the earth or from the lab, 
Gemstones, Personalized Jewelry, Hand-crafted 

Jewelry, sports-music-movie memorabilia, Unique Oddities

Don’t be disappointed! Register with our Wish list & choose the perfect gift!
Your  o ld  Go ld  &  Stones

Repurposed or  turned into  cash

W E  B U Y - A P P R A I S E - C O N S U L T  O N  A L L  J E W E L R Y ,
C O I N S ,  S T A M P S ,  D I A M O N D S ,  C U R R E N C Y ,  

A N D  M E M O R A B I L I A

20%Off any 1 Ticketed item 

1 per person max value $1000
BELLPORT JEWELERS & RARITIES

631-286-7700

With this coupon, not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Expires 12-31-23

CUSTOM DESIGNS BY
MASTER JEWELER & DESIGNER

Pietro Romano
One of a kind   One at a time

      148 South Country Rd. 
      Historic Bellport Village

      Call OR Text - 631.286.7700 - 
      www.Bellportjewelers.com

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!
Diamonds for all - from the earth or from the lab, 
Gemstones, Personalized Jewelry, Hand-crafted 
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MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1 FREE
VERBAL APPRAISAL ON ANY ITEM

Celebrating 26 Years in Bellport

Diamonds for all - from the earth or from the lab, Gemstones, Personalized Jewelry,
Hand-crafted Jewelry, Sports-Music-Movie Memorabilia, Unique Oddities

We Buy-Appraise-Consult on 
All Jewelry, Coins, Stamps, 

Diamonds, Currency & 
Memorabilia

Your old Gold & Stones Repurposed or Turned into Cash
CUSTOM DESIGNS BY

MASTER JEWELER & DESIGNER

One of a kind   One at a time

PALERMO
PAVING INC.
Bel lport ,  New York

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
ASPHALT PAVING | DRAINAGE INSTALLATION
MASONRY | POURED CONCRETE
SEALCOATING | OIL & STONE SURFACES
BRICK PATIOS, WALKWAYS | POOL SURROUNDS

PALERMO PAVING | Bellport NY
631.286.8739631.286.8739 | info@palermopaving.com | palermopaving.com
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655-8 Montauk Hwy. • E. Patchogue, NY
631-758-7640

www.chachamagrill.com

Upscale American Cuisine
CHACHAMA

Open Tuesday-Sunday at 4:00 PM

Lobster Bake Wednesdays Starting
Wednesdays June 3, 2026

Prix-Fixe served daily
$58.00 ~ 3 courses

Thursdays Latin Night 
$38.00 ~ 3 courses

1 FREE drink with dinner 
when presenting this coupon

• Available for on and off premise catering.
• Holiday Parties, Family Gatherings, Special Events.
• We can personalize your event to meet your needs.

Let’s Make Your 
Insurance a Priority!

631 758 1550
www.bayharbourinsurance.com

88 WAVERLY AVENUE • PATCHOGUE NY 11772

We provide great rates 
on personal and business 
insurance with friendly 
and personal service.

~Rick Braile
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Suffolk’s Largest Family
Owned Oil Company

• Automatic Oil Delivery Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans That Pay You Interest
• Expert Installation Of Boilers, 

Burners, Hot Water Heaters & 
Pool Heaters

475-0270
51 RIDER AVE., PATCHOGUE

y ]

FUEL CO., INC. - EST. 1919

• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Automatic Oil Delivey Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans that Pay You Interest
• Expert Installations of Boilers, 
 Burners, Hot Water Heaters & 
 Air Conditioning Equipment

Suffolk’s Largest Family 
Owned Energy Company

• Heating & Air Conditioning

• Automatic Oil Delivery Service

• 24-Hour Emergency Service

• Budget Plans that Pay You Interest

• Expert Installations of Boilers, 
Burners, Hot Water Heaters & Air 
Conditioning Equipment

Suffolk’s Largest Family
Owned Oil Company

• Automatic Oil Delivery Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans That Pay You Interest
• Expert Installation Of Boilers, 

Burners, Hot Water Heaters & 
Pool Heaters

475-0270
51 RIDER AVE., PATCHOGUE

y ]

FUEL CO., INC. - EST. 1919

• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Automatic Oil Delivey Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans that Pay You Interest
• Expert Installations of Boilers, 
 Burners, Hot Water Heaters & 
 Air Conditioning Equipment

Suffolk’s Largest Family 
Owned Energy Company

Recycling for Zero Waste

631-696-6300
Recycling for Zero Waste

631-696-6300

Proudly Supporting The Arts
That Enrich Our Lives
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BOARD MEMBERS

  STAR BILLING  $25,000 +

  LEADING PLAYER  $10,000 +

  PRINCIPAL ROLE  $5,000 +

  DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE  $2,500 +

  FRONT ROW VIP  $1,000 +

  BACKSTAGE PASS  $500 +

Paul Allan
Gale Edwards
Diane Giattino
Mary Giattino
AJ Lebenns

Connie and John Albin
Steve, Jackie, and 
	 Sam Babyak
The Bellport Restaurant
Paul and Ellen Bonfanti
Mary Jane and Brian Cullen
Ray and Anne Cutter
The Dolber Family Foundation
Fiori Enterprises
Flanzer Construction Inc
Judy Fortuna-Ince and 
	 Peter Ince
James and Diane Giattino
Robert and Pamela Goldfarb
Ed Graziano and Doug Carabe
Vincent and Linda Leuzzi
Glenn and Louise Mehrtens
Joan and Harry Miller

Connie and Kent Adee
Howard Brown
Kathleen Butler
Tom and Sara Jane Corwin
In Memory of 
	 Peggy Ann Davis
Joe Della Monica
Charles and Linda desJardin
Cheryl A. Felice 
	 and Lorraine Kuehn
The Flagg Family

Anonymous
Ravenel B. Curry
Gale Edwards
Knapp Swezey Foundation

AARP
Avino's Italian Table
Brookhaven Healthcare 
	 Facility
Cullen and Danowski, LLP
Dee and David Hensen

Painters Restaurant
Porters on the Lane
Isabella Rossellini
Barbara and Eric J. Russo

Meri Avino-Italiano
Susan Barlow
Diana and Jim Davies
Donahue Resource Group Inc.

Paul Allan
Phil and Debbie Grucci

Joseph Minutillo
Ann Nowak
David Ruttura
Ken Searles
Terry Tuthill

Joe and Luci Minutillo
Jack Moter and Jane Graham
Michael and 
	 Hwasoon Mullaney
Oasis Realty Group - 
	 Nick Sekela
Mary Procopio
Marian and Eva Rokacz Family 
	 Foundation Trust
Fred Rossoff
James Schaefer
William Schmidt
Marilyn and Edward Stanions
Swezey Fuel Co., Inc.
George Tvelia
Antonio Vargas
Varneys Restaurant
James Wood

Anna Lou Fletcher
Catherine Gleason
In Memory of Joseph Greve Jr.
Marilyn Hamilton 
	 and Joseph LaGennusa
DiGrace Hoiland
Anne Izzillo
The Javelinas
Pamela Lerner Home & Design
Ann Marie and Gary Loesch
Dennis and Michelina Maguire

New York State Counil 
	 on the Arts
Suffolk County Office of 
	 Cultural Affairs

Hoffman Grayson Loizides 
	 Vandrei & Vandrei 
	 Architects LLP
Long Island Advance
Maggio Environmental
Karen and Hank Maust
Phylis Natoli

Brett and Erica Smith
Steiger Craft
David Tobachnik 
	 and Alice Anne Humphrey
Frank and Marie Trotta

Outback Cesspool and 
	 Portable Toliets
Searles Graphics

Suffolk County Dept. of 
	 Economic Development 
	 and Planning

CONTRIBUTE TO
THE FUTURE 
OF THE ARTS
We invite you to lend 
your support and become 
a bigger part of our 
performing arts family.

2024
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The Performing Arts Center of Suffolk County 
is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization – all 
donations are 100% tax-deductible. Thank you 
for your contribution to the future of the arts!

If you would like to make a 
donation and have your name 
added to the list, please contact 
Susan Daconto at 631-286-8851 or 
email susan@thegateway.org

  CAST MEMBER  $250 +

  STAGE HAND  $100 +

Donna Berberich
Pat Broidy
Anne Cohalan
Robert and Gabrielle Corsetti
Donald and Christine Crispi
Kathy and Tom Cullen
Annette Eaderesto
Edward Jones 
	 Financial Advisors
Donna and Robert Esp
Kathleen and 
	 Michael Ennesser
Candyce Fahner
Jean Fleischer
Kathleen Frigiola
Jack Moter and Jane Graham
Judith Hope
Robert Irish and 
	 Julianne Williams
Robert Irish
Barbara Jehle
Susan Kahl and Jim Vaughan
Susanna Klein

Connie and Kent Adee
Ivone and Joel Albala
In Loving Memory of 
	 Robin J. Allan
Robert and Mary Ambrose
Mary Angelone
Stephanie Bail
Jess Baker
Theresa and Ed Baker
Marie Barnouw
Jo Bennett
Susan Berner
Michelle Blair
Arthur Bremer
Kathy Butler
Jaime Canjura
Paul J. Casale
Carol Chester
Janice and Michael Cohen
Coleman Family

Joe and Tricia Manno
The Pedra Family
Dr. Mary Koslap-Petraco
Old Purchase Properties
Mary Procopio
Bill Rignola
Barry Rockwell
Dooner - Rockwell Trust

Dolores Gebhardt
Judith Gorman
Brian Hellmer
Michael Hertz
Ellen Hoffman-Budris and 
	 Maddy Budris
Richard and Maryann Hoshino
Charlie and Elly Jagde
Carole Kennedy
Nathan King
Janice F. Klein
David and Peggy Kulakowski
Julie Lachman
Darice Lang
Angela Lehner
Irene and Marty Leonard
Melissa and Eliot Lieberman
Long Island Jet Ski Rentals
Ted and Lori Lucki
Gail M. Mancuso
Will McDaris and Jerome Ganz
Maryann McInerney
Victoria McLaughlin
Elyzabeth Meade
Michael Mehary
Francis and Patricia Miller
Elizabeth Morris
Gary Murphy
Susan Nathanson
Kevin Nicolellis
Christine Novelli
Kevin and Joy O'Brien
Erin O'Leary
Martin J. Olsen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. O'Neill

Jane Love
Jeff and Stephanie Lundwall
Lisa and George Meyer-Fertal
Mary Beth Minton
Deborah Murphy
Next Gen Advertising
Robert and Kathe Palermo
Marcel Paul
Barry Podgorsky and 
	 Gregg Lhotsky
Tonja Pulfer
Sandy Reifel
Alan Robins
Barry Rockwell
Dwight Stecker
Judith Steinberg
Brian G. Urkowitz
Nancy and Roy Vaillancourt
Virginia E. Waterman
Alison and 
	 Rob Wegener, TOLA

Thomas and 
	 Darlene Cummings
The Dankievitch Family
Dennis and Kathleen Desmond
Gina DeVito
Lexi Diamond and Jeff Fuisz
Patricia Dima
Nancy Duncan and 
	 Jamie Moog
Phil Epstein
Bonnie Evans
Courtney Fairchild
The Fawcett Family
Dan Fink
Laurie Fosmire
Fran Derby Floors
The Freedberg Family
Anita and Stewart Gaffan
Michael and Patricia Garafola
Joseph and Maryellen Gathard

James and Anne Marie Rotan
The Schmidt Family
Diane and John Shea Jr.
Don and Libby Steckler
Maureen Veitch
Neil Weingarten
Allen and Angela Welcome
Max Wendel

Mary Eli Roarke
Joseph and Debra O'Rourke
Ann and Bill O'Shea
Richard and 
	 Ruth Anne Otterstedt
Patchogue-Medford Library
Lou and Jeanette Paolillo
Herbert and Eleanor Payne
Bill and Patricia Perry
Elizabeth Plisic
Jean Pokorny
Nancy Poulos
Janice L. Raber
Ronald and Maryann Ridolfi
Kathleen Riorda
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rivera
Ocean Rich Distributors
Fran and David Shandel
Patricia Sikorski
Ruth Simon
Mary Ellen Smith
Robert Smosky
Janine Spencer
Laura Terwilliger
Candace & Thomas Usztoke
Stephanie and 
	 Rosanne Vertichio
Paula Warmuth
Wendy Way
Natalie Weder
Donald Weimer
Genie and Carol Weisman
Nancy Wibben
Peter E. Williams
Linda and Richie Yakavonis

Reflects 2025-2026 Donations
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PERFORMING ARTS CENTER OF SUFFOLK COUNT Y
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chair ...............................................................  Ken Searles
Vice Chairperson, Recording Secretary ............ Terry Tuthill
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer .............  Gale Edwards
Directors............. Paul Allan, Diane Giattino, Mary Giattino, 

AJ Lebenns, Joseph Minutillo, Ann Nowak, David Ruttura

ADMINISTRATIVE
Executive Artistic Director.......................................Paul Allan
Director of Business Operations.......................... Jeff Bellante
Associate Artistic Director................................ Michael Baker
Casting Director........................................ Rachel Armitstead
Director of Development..................................Susan Daconto
General Manager......................................... Joanne Tambasco
Human Resources................................................. Laurie Cole
Company Manager................................................ Chris Smith
Casting Assistant...........................................Kaitlyn LaGrega
Production Photographer..................................... Jeff Bellante
Bookkeeper & Grants Associate....................... Molly Lambert
Assistant Company Manager............................ Michael Pedra
Musician Contractor............................................... Peter Pece
Office Assistant........................................... Alicia Ann Seidler

CREATIVE
Director/Choreographer...................................Vincent Ortega
Associate Director/Choreographer, 
   Intimacy Director............................................Ashley Klinger
Associate Choreographer/
  Dance Captain..................................Bryan Ernesto Menjivar
Music Director.........................................Andrew Haile Austin
Associate Music Director........................................Jake Turski
Lighting Design................................................. José Santiago
Costume Design................................................Janine Loesch
Wigs, Hair, & Makeup Design.......................... Dustin Lawson
Properties Design & Scenic Coordinator........Brittany Loesch
Sound Design...............................................Leonardo Mignola
Sound Consultant.................................................. Don Hanna

EDUCATION
Director of Education........................................ Michael Baker
Education Manager................................... Rachel Armitstead
Education Administrator.................................Kaitlyn LaGrega
Instructors..........................Meghan Fawcett, Gabrielle Luthy,

Joseph Minutillo, Autumnmargaret Walthers,
Amy Woschnik

Accompanists.................................. Christy Stark, Peter Pece

VOLUNTEER USHERS
Cheryl Becker, Violet Bezler, Camille Brideson, Suzette Ciminelli,
Lorie Clifford, Mary Lou Cohalan, Tim Cole, Cornelia D'Aureli,
Melissa Donovon-Foglia, Al Ely, Pat Ely, Jody Evola,
Kristina Farmer, James Ficker, Patti Ficker, Patricia Felice,
Theresa Gabriel, Joyce Gambina, Geri Gerns, Bob Giovanelli,
Linda Good, Sue Greenleaf, Nanette Heintz, Janet Kelly,
Robert Koenig, Carol Krussman, Muriel Lanier, Patricia Leask,
Marie Lena, Diane Lovizio, Eileen Maida, Beatrice Marelli,
Dawn McKinney, Rita Mendrina, Connie Merced, Carol Niessing,

Linda Okolowich, Judy Onorato, Celmira Pachon, Kathy Pernice,
Peter Pernice, Louise Prinzivalli, Linda Randolph, Annette Reeve,
Sandy Reifel, Debra Sanda, Harold Schiffman, Linda Villano,
Diane Warren, Joseph Warren, Elizabeth Weeks

PRODUCTION
Director of Production.................................... Brian Loesch
Production Stage Manager...................... Bethany Sortman
Technical Director...............................................John Sabo
Properties & Paints Supervisor..................Brittany Loesch
Lighting & Electrics Supervisor......................... Riley Noble
Costume Shop Manager................................Janine Loesch
Audio Engineer........................................Leonardo Mignola
Wigs, Hair, & Makeup Supervisor................ Dustin Lawson
Rentals Manager/
   Associate Production Manager................. Tony Tambasco
Assistant Stage Managers....................Brendan M. Cullen,

Rebecca Kleeman
Head Carpenter..................................................Katie Cully
Wardrobe Supervisor.............................. Izzy Mangiaracina
Lead Staff Carpenter..................................... Emily Rinfret
Properties & Paints Assistants.........Rev. Maige Anderson,

Leo Fuller
Staff Electrician.........................................Shelby Fairchild
Staff Carpenters.................Randal Bogues, Jacob Bubeck,

Samuel Koch, Juno Szymanski
Audio Assistant...................................................Jake Rizzo
Costumes & Wardrobe Staff...........................Casey Young
Stage Technician..................................... Shannon Gibbons
Wardrobe Technician............................... Alicia Ann Seidler

FRONT OF HOUSE
Box Office Manager............................................ Laurie Cole
House Manager................. Matthew Kraut, Robbie McGrath
Box Office/Group Sales....... Abby Beodeker, Jamie Boneillo,

Katie Ford-Mehrkens, Phyllis Kaye,
Maggie Mehrkens, Paul Tifford Jr.

Front of House Supervisor............................ Matthew Kraut
Front of House Staff........................ Luke Allan, Alexa Allan,

Ralph Bianco, Jamie Boneillo, Penny Broillet,
Brice Childs, Donald Childs, Aiden Cullen,

Derek Griffin, Brian Hausle, Joe Kraus, Danny Parr,
Albert Jack Peterson, Joey Salerno, Max Venezia

FACILITIES
Facilities Manager......................................... John-Paul Baker
Cleaning Staff.................................................... Jasper Bailey
Grounds Maintenance................................. HTM Landscaping

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN 
OUR VOLUNTEER STAFF 

CALL 631-286-0555

GATEWAY PLAYHOUSE 
would like to thank our volunteer staff for their 
dedication and support. It is much appreciated.



Out of 6,000 hospitals evaluated, Money Magazine
named Stony Brook Children’s Hospital #1 
for pediatric care in the state of New York — 
and #12 in the nation.

This ranking refl ects what happens when 
compassion, innovation and a family-centered 
approach come together — children receive 
the best possible care.

If your child needs medical attention, you 
can fi nd top care right in your own backyard.

Exceptional Care
for Your Child

Learn more at 
stonybrook.info/

moneymagazine-sbc

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an equal opportunity educator and employer. SBM-AD2603 0867



Call for Reservations  |  934-451-3075

Holiday Cocktail Parties, Catering and
Private Events Available!

Classic French Bistro
Traditional French Comfort Food

Craft Cocktails, Beer & Local Wines

14 Station Road, Bellport Village
www.laplagebellport.com   |   @laplagebistrobellport

OPEN
Sunday, Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday - 
12pm-9pm

Friday & Saturday - 
12pm-10pm

Every Monday, 
Wednesday & 

Thursday

BAR SPECIALS

Happy Hour 4-6
Half Price

Wine & Beer

Raw Bar Specials
$2 Oysters

$1 Littleneck Clams
$2 Jumbo Shrimp


