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PRESENT THIS VOUCHER FOR

$5 OFF LUNCH
on checks of $35 or more

Expires October 5, 2008. Reservations suggested.
With this voucher. Not valid with other offers. One voucher per couple. Not valid on holidays.

Established In 1910. Famous for almost 100 Years.

Visit the Pine Grove Inn and Experience its Old World Charm
• Open for Lunch and Dinner
Tuesday through Sunday

• Join us every Friday from 4-6pm for
Happy Hour & Complimentary Buffet

• Live Music Friday & Saturday Evenings

• Extensive menu is filled with
something for everyone

• Fresh Local Seafood • Prime Steaks

• Traditional German Classics

• Catering for all occasions –
(3 separate rooms)

PRESENT THIS VOUCHER FOR

$10 OFF DINNER
on checks of $75 or more

Expires October 5, 2008. Reservations suggested.
With this voucher. Not valid with other offers. One voucher per couple. Not valid on holidays.

1 First Street, East Patchogue • 631-475-9843
Check our website: www.pinegroveinn.com
for the current entertainment schedule.
Closed Mondays

Pine Grove Inn
overlooks the lovely Swan

River in Patchogue

Outdoor Bar
& Patio

NowOpen

Thursday
Prime Rib

Night

Tuesday &
Wednesday
Lobsterfest

S. Country Rd.
First St.

Now Serving Sunday Brunch 11am-2pm
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NEED CA$H?

Budget 
Buy & Sell

758-GOLD (4653)

ACT NOW!

2 East Main Street, Patchogue
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10-5

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
Visit Us At: BudgetBuyandSellonline.com

Also, get top $$$ for
Silver, Coins, 
Antique Jewelry, 
Collectibles &
Anything of Value

Budget Buy & Sell 
Pays Top Dollar 
For Your Gold!!

ALERT
Gold is Now At An ALL TIME HIGH...

Come to the place that has been paying L.I. 
the HIGHEST PRICES for your unwanted 

GOLD & DIAMONDS
with Honesty & Integrity for over 25 years!

S
ou
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.
11

2

Main St.

RESTAURANT •  BAR

A New Dining
Experience in

Bellport Village.

19 Bellport Lane

Call for more information…
631-803-6067 • FAX 631-803-6069
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Sales Exchange Co., Inc.
Jewelers and Collateral Loanbrokers

Expert Jewelry Repairs
One East Main St., Patchogue   631.289.9899   www.wmjoneills.com

Mention this ad for 10% discount on purchase

Jewelry designs that will
excite your senses. 

Classic and
Contemporary 

Platinum 
and Gold

WmJONeill FP 08  5/14/08  1:14 PM  Page 1

Tickets and information: 
(631) 632-ARTS or online at www.stallercenter.com 

2008-2009
SEASON
October-May 

Staller Center 
for the Arts

Stony Brook
University 

The
Puppini
Sisters

Complexions
Contemporary Ballet 

Savion
Glover 

An Evening with
Patti Lupone and
Mandy Patinkin

GALA 2009

gStaller Center FP4C  5/14/08  1:20 PM  Page 1



8      Summer 2008 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The prolific dramatist Oscar Wilde once said, “I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art 

forms, the most immediate way in which a human being can share with another the sense of what 

it is to be a human being.” 

In anticipation of another season of sharing, we ponder our family’s legacy, fifty- 

eight years of producing all styles of theater amongst and alongside amazing 

individuals who contribute to what you see on stage at every performance.  

This ongoing stream of artists is as diverse as you can imagine. We have designers 

and technical staff from many parts of the country. You’ll see cast bios filled with 

Broadway and National Tour credits as well as experience in nationally acclaimed 

Regional Theatres.  To produce productions on this scale, and in the way our 

customers are, well, accustomed, we rely on our staff and all of our performers- 

talented, qualified, enthusiastic individuals who care about the growth and 

longevity of not just this theater, but theatre itself.

We also rely on the dedication and support of patrons like you. When you 

bought your ticket, you may not have known you were joining a family, but 

indeed you are; a family of individuals who are contributing to art. To quote the 

great composer and lyricist Stephen Sondheim, “When the audience comes in, 

it changes the temperature of what you’ve written.”  We’ve witnessed this, as 

our dress rehearsals of tempo and form, morph into extraordinary portraits of 

pulsating, breathing…life. It is a shared experience.

For Season 2008, we are thrilled to present three of our favorite revivals; THE WILL 

ROGERS FOLLIES, FORBIDDEN BROADWAY and SHOW BOAT, as well as three Long 

Island Professional Premieres; BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, THE PRODUCERS and  

THE WEDDING SINGER.

We are grateful for your presence as we continue another year of  

spectacular entertainment.  

  

Paul Allan, Producer

Robin Joy Allan, Artistic Director
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Presents
	 Michael Kostroff	A dam Wylie

In

The Producers
A New Mel Brooks Musical

	 Book by	 Music and Lyrics by
	Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan	 Mel Brooks

And by special arrangement with StudioCanal
With

Steven Ted bEckler, Christine Cherry,  
David Edwards, Garth Kravits, Jessica Sheridan 

Producer
PAUL ALLAN

Associate Producer	 General Manager
  JEFF BELLANTE	 GALE EDWARDS

Artistic Director
ROBIN JOY ALLAN

	 Production Manager	 Company Manager
	 BRIAN LOESCH	 MICHAEL BAKER

	 Original Scenic Design	 Original Costume Design
               ROBIN WAGNER	   WILLIAM IVEY LONG

	       Lighting Designer	  Wardrobe Supervisor
        	      PAUL MILLER	  MARIANNE DOMINY

Production Stage Manager
DOM RUGGIERO

Musical Direction by
JEFF BUCHSBAUM

Choreographed by
MATTHEW VARGO

Directed by
LARRY RABEN

The Producers is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.  

421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.  Phone: 212-541-4684   Fax: 212-397-4684   www.MTIShows.com

In partnership with Peerless Insurance™, the Amaden Gay Agencies 
can provide solutions for all of your personal and 

commercial insurance needs. 
Call an Amaden Gay Agency representative today for a consultation.

Amaden Gay Agencies Inc.
11 Gay Road, P.O. Box 5004, East Hampton, NY 11937

631-324-0041 • www.amadengay.com

Duck Walk Vineyards
231 Montauk Hwy. • Water Mill • NY - (631) 726-7555

44535 Main Road • Southold • NY - (631) 765-3500

www.duckwalk.com
OPEN 7 DAYS • 11 am - 6 pm

Wine Tastings and Tours

Official Winery of Gateway Playhouse

Rockport, Easy Spirit, Florsheim, New Balance,
Stride Rite, Teva, Timberland, Skechers, Dexter,
Hotter, Keds, Reebok, Dyeables, Topsider, Soft
Spots, Clarks, Naturalizer, Hush Puppies, Daniel
Green, Foamtreads, Toe Warmer Boots, etc.

10% OFF
Excludes Easy Spirit, Dr. Martens & other offers. Expires 12/31/08

any purchase with ad only

631-475-1047
14 South Ocean Ave.

Patchogue

From Patchogue Theatre 
entrance,1 block west 
and four stores south

Quality Footwear for the Entire
Family Since 1927

• Friendly, Caring & Knowledgeable Service
• Areas Largest Selection of Sizes & 

Widths AA-EEEEEE

    

Insurance Since 1898
Personal & Commercial 

Life & Health

All Forms of Insurance

* Homeowners * Automobile *
* Flood * Boat * Umbrella *

* Commercial Property *
* Liability * Business Auto *

� 125 East Main Street �

� Patchogue, New York 11772 �

Phone: 631.475.4000
Fax: 631.475.7648

Beach House
Restaurant

Lunch & Dinner - Indoor/Outdoor
363 Grove Ave. Patchogue 631-758-3524

(closed mondays)

EST.1923

 

RELEVÉ DANCE CENTRE
889 Montauk Hwy., Bayport, NY

631.472.9322
www.relevedance.com

Where everyone is a Star
AM & PM CLASSES 

Preschool thru Pre-professional
Birthday Parties

Tumble Buddies (Mommy & Me)
Family Discounts • FREE TRIAL CLASS

Professional training in a nurturing environment
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
(In Order of Appearance)

ENSEMBLE

ANNE BLOEMENDAL, SARAH BURNS, WILL COHEN, WILLIAM JAMES DANIELS*, ERIK FLOOR*,  

ABEKU BOMANI HAYES*, PATRICK OLIVER JONES*, DENISE MOLNAR, KEVIN MURNANE, LINDA NEEL, 

JOHN O’MALLEY, CANDICE PENNEFATHER, JESSICA SHERIDAN*, ELIZABETH SOUSEK, LINDSAY O. TRAVIS

UNDERSTUDIES

MUSICIANS

The Musicians employed in this production are members 
of the American Federation of Musicians.

*Actors employed in this production are members of 
Actors’ Equity Association, the union of Professional Actors 
and Stage Managers in the United States.

The Director/Choreographer is a member of the Society of Stage Directors 
and Choreographers, Inc., an independent national labor union.ssdc

CANDICE PENNEFATHER JESSICA SHERIDAN ELIZABETH SOUSEK LINDSAY O. TRAVIS ADAM WYLIE

DENISE MOLNAR KEVIN MURNANE LINDA NEEL JOHN O’MALLEY

ABEKU BOMANI HAYES PATRICK OLIVER JONES Garth Kravits  MICHAEL KOSTROFF

WILL COHEN WILLIAM JAMES DANIELS DAVID EDWARDS ERIK FLOOR

Steven Ted Beckler ANNE BLOEMENDAL SARAH BURNS CHRISTINE CHERRY

Conductor/Keyboard I...................... JEFF BUCHSBAUM

Keyboard II........BRENDAN WHITING/Jeff hoffman

Trumpet I...................................................JOE BOARDMAN

Trumpet II............................................. Thomas MANUEL

Trombone.................................................... Joe Ferrante

Reed I...................................................................MARK GATZ

Reed II........................................................... MIKE KENDROT

Violin.............................................................. MARNI HARRIS

Bass................................................................. CAT O’MALLEY

Drums.....................................................GREGG MONTEITH

Playbill Designed and Printed by Searles Graphics, Inc.

Max Bialystock..........................PATRICK OLIVER JONES*

Leo Bloom........................................................ ERIK FLOOR*

Franz Liebkind................................................ WILL COHEN

Roger DeBris..............................PATRICK OLIVER JONES*

Carmen Ghia............................................JOHN O’MALLEY

Ulla............................................... CANDICE PENNEFATHER

Max Bialystock............................. MICHAEL KOSTROFF*

Leo Bloom....................................................ADAM  WYLIE*

Roger DeBris........................................ DAVID EDWARDS*

Ulla......................................................CHRISTINE CHERRY*

Franz Liebkind........................... STEVEN TED BECKLER*

Carmen Ghia .........................................GARTH KRAVITS*

Hold Me, Touch Me........................JESSICA SHERIDAN*

“Springtime for Hitler”  

Production Tenor.............. WILLIAM JAMES DANIELS*

Mr. Marks.................................. PATRICK OLIVER JONES*

Judge................................................................ ERIK FLOOR*

Sergeant O’Houlihan............ ABEKU Bomani HAYES*

Usherettes................ LINDA NEEL, LINDSAY O. TRAVIS

Jack Lapidus................................................... WILL COHEN

Kevin........................................................ KEVIN MURNANE

Scott...........................................................JOHN O’MALLEY

Ticket Taker..................................................... Will cohen

Kiss Me, Feel Me............................ ANNE BLOEMENDAL

Lick Me, Bite Me....................................DENISE MOLNAR

Foreman.............................................ELIZABETH SOUSEK

Gold Girls.....................................................SARAH BURNS, 

CANDICE PENNEFATHER

WARNING – The photographing or sound recording of any performance is strictly prohibited.  Gateway Playhouse offers a 
wireless sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. Inquire at the box office for more information.

FIRE NOTICE — The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest to the seat you occupy, is the shortest route to the out-
side. In the event of fire or other emergency, please do NOT run. WALK to that Exit. However, under normal circumstances, 
when leaving the Theatre, use the center rear exits. SMOKING is prohibited in the BUILDING, as required by the Suffolk 
County NO SMOKING Ordinance. Smoking in any area designated “No Smoking” renders the offenders subject to a fine, or 
imprisonment, or both.
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Located on the Patchogue River - 264 West Avenue, Patchogue • 654-8266

Enjoy Live Music Wednesday thru Sunday Evenings
Open for Lunch & Dinner 7 Days a Week

www.theoar.com

• Casual 
Waterfront 
Dining

• Happy Hour 
4-7

 

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT I

Overture...................................................................................................................................................................... Orchestra
“It’s Opening Night”......................................................................................................................... Usherettes, Ensemble
“The King of Broadway”.............................................................................................................................. Max, Ensemble
“We Can Do It”.............................................................................................................................................................Max, Leo
“I Wanna Be a Producer”................................................................................................................................Leo, Ensemble
“We Can Do It” (Reprise)...........................................................................................................................................Max, Leo
“I Wanna Be a Producer” (Reprise)........................................................................................................................Max, Leo
“In Old Bavaria”.................................................................................................................................................Franz, Pigeons
“Der Gutten Tag Hop-Clop”........................................................................................................................Franz, Max, Leo
“Keep It Gay”.....................................................................................................Roger, Carmen, Max, Leo, Roger’s Team
“When You’ve Got It, Flaunt It”.........................................................................................................................................Ulla
“Along Came Bialy”..............................................................................................Max, Leo, Ulla, Roger, Carmen, Franz, 

Roger’s Team, Little Old Ladies, Ensemble

— INTERMISSION —
ACT II

Entr’acte....................................................................................................................................................................... Orchestra
“That Face”.....................................................................................................................................................................Leo, Ulla
“That Face” (Reprise)..................................................................................................................................................Leo, Max
“A Wand’ring Minstrel”...................................................................................................................................................... .Jack
“Have You Ever Heard the…” (Interrupted)............................................................................................................. Jason
“Have You Ever Heard the German Band..................................................................................................................Franz
“It’s Opening Night” (Reprise)............................................................................................................................Usherettes
“It’s Bad Luck to Say Good Luck on Op’ning Night”.......................................... Carmen, Roger, Leo, Franz, Max
“Springtime for Hitler”................................................................................Roger, Ulla, Production Tenor, Ensemble
“Where Did We Go Right”........................................................................................................................................Max, Leo
“Leo Goes to Rio”..........................................................................................................................................................Ulla, Leo
“Betrayed”............................................................................................................................................................................... Max
“Till Him”......................................................................................................................................Max, Leo, Little Old Ladies
“Prisoners of Love”............................................................................................Max, Leo, Franz, Ulla, Roger, Ensemble
“Goodbye”................................................................................................................................................................... Company

STEVEN TED BECKLER (Franz Liebkind) Proud 
member of Actors Equity Association for 20 years. 
Steven is very excited to return to the Gateway 
Family.  In 2006 he performed (Vittorio Vidal) in 
Sweet Charity. Broadway credits: The Most Happy 
Fella at Lincoln Center NYC  Opera  (Pasqaulle 
standby), Beauty and the Beast (Weds. matinees 
Gaston, Beast understudy). National Tours: Original 
Cast of The Producers in Las Vegas (Max, Roger, and 
Franz cover), The Radio City Christmas Spectacular 
at The Grand Ole Opry (Santa Claus), The Producers 
(Franz & Roger understudy), Beauty and the Beast in 
Los Angeles (Beast Standby, Gaston understudy). 
Off-Broadway: Little Kit at The Vineyard Theatre. 
Regionally: Over 30 musicals across the country. 
This performance is dedicated to Steven’s mother 
Madeline Beckler who is a third time cancer 
survivor.  Love you Mom.

ANNE BLOEMENDAL (Ensemble) Anne is  excited 
to be back at Gateway for The Producers.   She 
was last seen in Show Boat, Will Roger’s Follies and 
A Christmas Carol and is happy to be returning 
again.    She  is a Minnesota native and a 2003 
graduate of AMDA, NYC.   She’s very happy to be 
back in the USA after touring Asia with 42nd Street 
the musical this past year.  Past favorite productions 
include A Chorus Line (Judy), Annie (Lily St. Regis), 
Cabaret (Frenchie) and Evita (Ensemble).   She 
sends many thanks to Paul, Robin, Michael, Larry 
and Matthew, all her love to her awesome Mom 
and Dad for their constant support and love and 
all glory to Jesus! 

SARAH BURNS (Ensemble) Sarah is so excited to 
be performing in The Producers! She is a graduate 
of the University at Buffalo with degrees in Dance, 
Exercise Science and Nutrition. Recent credits 
include 42nd Street (Atlantic City, NJ) and Dance 
Music Sex Romance - a jazz ballet set to the music 
of Prince. She has also performed as a dancing 
Kleenex box on ABC’s The View. Love to her Mom 
and Dad, always!

CHRISTINE CHERRY (Ulla) is so tickled to be 
debuting at The Gateway Playhouse with such 
a “wunderbar” show!   She joins us, a graduate of 
Millikin University and a true Southern Bell who 
enjoys everything Swedish including meatballs, 
massages and of course... Swedish chefs! She 

has most recently been seen as Audrey in Hank 
Williams, Lost Highway at Capitol Repertory Theatre 
in Albany, NY. In her free time, Christine also enjoys 
decorating large spaces in small amounts of time. 
Love to Mom and Peach.  Enjoy the show Ya’ll!

WILL COHEN (Ensemble, U/S Franz)Gateway 
Playhouse debut! Will recently completed the First 
National Tour of A Year with Frog and Toad (Toad). 
Regional/NYC: Crazy For You (Mingo), Grease 
(Roger), Into the Woods (Baker), Ragtime (Houdini), 
She Loves Me (Arpad), Gypsy (Yonkers), Sugar 
(Spats), and Merrily We Roll Along (Tyler) at such 
theatres as the Ogunquit Playhouse, Lyric Stage 
Company, Naples Dinner Theatre, and the Public 
Theatre of Boston. Training: Broadway Theatre 
Project (Ann Reinking), New York University 
Bachelor of Music/Vocal performance. Thank you 
to Doug for teaching me to tap, friends and family, 
Michael Forman, and everyone at the playhouse!

WILLIAM JAMES DANIELS (Production Tenor/
Ensemble) William James Daniels is happy to 
return to Bellport after making his Gateway debut 
in Will Rogers Follies earlier in the season. Regional 
credits include Hello Dolly at  Arkansas Repertory, 
Oklahoma at the Hangar Theatre, Urinetown at 
St. Louis Rep,  Sweet Charity at Barrington Stage, 
A Chorus Line at  Cohoes Music Hall,  as well as  A 
Christmas Carol and Much Ado About Nothing 
at  Hartford Stage. National Tour: Crazy for You 
(Troika). Proud member of AEA.

DAVID EDWARDS (Roger DeBris) recently starred 
in the acclaimed NY revival of Room Service. 
Broadway: By Jeeves, The Rothschilds. National 
Tour: The Producers (Max Bialystock & Roger DeBris) 
Off-Broadway: The Fantasticks (final El Gallo), The 
Disputation, Zion, The Roar of the Greasepaint..., Dr. 
Sex, Company, That’s Life, What’s a Nice Country Like 
You…?, Bittersuite, Witch of Wall Street; Regional: 
Man of La Mancha (Don Quixote), Bells are Ringing 
(Jeff Moss), A Little Night Music (Fredrick), Little Me 
(Star Ledger Award Best Actor), La Cage aux Folles 
(Albin), Camelot (Arthur), Pajama Game (Sid), Irma 
Vep at such theatres as the Old Globe, Eugene 
O’Neill Center, GeVa, Syracuse Stage, American 
Stage Co, Westchester Broadway, and The Ordway. 
Film & TV: Belly, The Fantasticks: Try to Remember, 
Eternal Light. Gateway audiences will remember 
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him as Albin in La Cage aux Folles, and most 
recently, Lumiere in Beauty and the Beast. www.
davidedwardsonline.com.

ERIK FLOOR (Ensemble, U/S Leo) Erik is thankful 
to be back at Gateway! Regional credits include: 
Singin' in the Rain, The Will Rogers Follies, Crazy 
Love (premier), Pal Joey, Sugar, Dames at Sea, 
West Side Story, Urban Cowboy, and Jesus Christ 
Superstar. Nat. Commercials: Target, Shoe Carnival. 
In association with the Entertainment Design 
Group out of Atlanta, GA, Erik has been featured 
in numerous industrials in GA, NC, IN, IL, and NV. 
He is a proud native of Chicago, and Millikin Alum. 
THANK YOU to Gateway for their support as well as 
the amazing cast and crew, CTG, and his amazing 
family!! Erik is a proud member of Actor’s Equity. 
www.erikfloor.com 

ABEKU BOMANI HAYES (Ensemble) is happy 
to be working with the Gateway Playhouse this 
summer. Having performed both nationally and 
internationally, Abeku is pleased to be so close 
to home. Most recently Abeku can be heard on 
Stagestar Records’ recording of Broadway’s The 
Little Mermaid as King Triton. Abeku thanks God 
and his loving wife Calista for making this all 
possible and for never ending love and support.

PATRICK OLIVER JONES (Ensemble, U/S Max) 
is thrilled to be making his Gateway debut.  
Prior to The Producers he has bashed swords 
in Camelot, made ladies swoon in Beauty and 
the Beast, narrated the class struggle between 
Blood Brothers, spent days mooning in Grease, 
and even conjured up Elvis in Joseph.  Along 
with starring in productions for theater and film 

festivals across the country, you may have seen 
him in national commercials for Disney, Maxwell 
House, Buick, and Hasbro.   Most recently, he 
was a Principal Singer for JUBILEE! in Las Vegas.  
Thanks to God for His many blessings and to Tait 
for your constant support and encouragement.  
www.PatrickOliverJones.com

GARTH KRAVITS (Carmen Ghia) Broadway: The 
Drowsy Chaperone.(Original Cast) Regional: The 
Drowsy Chaperone-LA, Happy Days the Musical: 
Goodspeed Opera House-CT., Brighton Beach 
Memoirs-Toronto. TV: Nash Bridges, Hollywood 
Squares. Lovely wife: Sarah.  Darling daughters: 
Josephine and Delia.  Daring son: Louis. He was a 
wedding singer for far too long and toured with 
the rock band The House Jacks. Garth is proud to 
be making his Gateway Playhouse debut.

MICHAEL KOSTROFF (Max Bialystock) traveled 
the U.S. in the first national tour of The Producers, 
playing twelve roles a night and understudying 
both Max Bialystock and Roger De Bris, and 
toured again in Les Misérables, as the comically 
evil innkeeper, Thénardier. Television viewers 
often recognize him from his five seasons as the 
unscrupulous gang lawyer, Maury Levy, on HBO’s 
The Wire, or from his appearances on such shows 
as Studio 60, The Closer, Without a Trace, ER, West 
Wing, King of Queens, Boston Legal and many 
more. Regionally, he’s played Nathan in Guys and 
Dolls, Pseudolous in A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum, Milt in Laughter on the 23rd 
Floor, Tateh in Ragtime, and Herbie in Gypsy, and 
recently appeared with Jason Alexander and 
Martin Short in The Odd Couple for LA’s Reprise 
Theatre Company. Kostroff will appear regularly on 
the upcoming Mollywood for the Disney Channel, 
and stars in the new series, Dan’s Detour. A writer 
and journalist, he’s also the author of the popular 
book, Letters from Backstage, a funny, behind-the-
scenes chronicle of his time on the road. 

DENISE MOLNAR (Ensemble) Denise is excited 
to return to Gateway after appearing in Will 
Rogers Follies and Show Boat earlier this summer.  
Denise Molnar received her BFA in Dance from 
Marymount Manhattan College in New York City.  
Originally from New Jersey, Denise has traveled 
the world as a dancer, dance captain, and stager 
with Norwegian Cruise Lines and the Jean Ann 

Ryan Company.  She has appeared regionally 
in musicals including Anything Goes, New Girl 
in Town, and Pippin.  Denise has also had the 
pleasure to perform as a first company member 
with the New Jersey Tap Ensemble. Thanks to 
family, friends, and the cast and crew of Gateway 
for their love and support.  

KEVIN MURNANE  (Ensemble) is truly ecstatic 
to be back at Gateway. He was last seen here 
in A Christmas Carol in 2006.    Previous credits: 
Camelot (Arts Center of Coastal Carolina) Promises, 
Promises (Boston Center for the Arts),  Pippin and 
Working (Boston’s Cutler Majestic Theatre), All 
Shook Up (Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre). Originally 
from Los Angeles, he holds a BFA in Musical Theatre 
from Emerson College. Many thanks to Paul, Robin, 
and Michael, and much love and gratitude to 
my  parents, Poopsie and Duckie for their never-
ending support. This performance is dedicated in 
loving memory of Marc Berke.

LINDA NEEL (Ensemble) has just come off  from 
playing “The Girl in the Green Dress”  in Singin’ in 
the Rain. Other recent shows include Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, Seussical, Chicago, and  a national 
tour of A Kid’s Life, a new musical for children. 
Hopefully Linda will be able to survive the heat 
in order to finish her last year at the Circle in the 
Square Theater  School.   Many thanks to David 
and Larry for an amazing summer and  helping 
her make her east coast debut. Last but not least, 
many thanks  to her family and mentors for their 
ongoing love and support. Enjoy!

JOHN O’MALLEY (Ensemble) is ecstatic to be 
making his Gateway Playhouse debut (big thanks 
to Michael, Robin, and Paul!). New York credits 
include Carpe Tunnel (Counting Squares Theater), 
The Next Stage Project (City Center), Marathon and 
the upcoming Woyzeck (Kraine Theater).  Regional 
credits include Carousel Dinner Theater, The 
Kennedy Center, Seaside Music Theater, Orlando 
Shakespeare Festival, Disney World, National 
Musical Theater Symposium, Holland America, 
Disney Cruise Lines and the longest running 
show in America, The Hoop Dee Doo Revue. BFA 
in Musical Theater from the University of Central 
Florida. Thanks to Ed, Anne Steele and family. If 
you’ve made it this far, check out http://web.mac.
com/johnvomalley.

CANDICE PENNEFATHER (Ensemble) is thrilled 
to be returning to Gateway Playhouse, after 
appearing in Sugar in 2005.  Most recently she was 
seen tapping her way across Asia in the 42nd Street 
tour.  Favorite regional credits include Jerome 
Kern’s Sleeping Beauty (Princess Aurora/Sunny), 
Cats (Jellylorum/Jennyanydots), and Hair (Jeanie).  
Candice is a graduate of the Indiana University 
School of Music. She sends much love to her 
amazing friends, Marmie, and Dadoo.  

JESSICA SHERIDAN (Ensemble) is thrilled to be 
performing at Gateway.  She just finished reprising 
her First National Tour and movie roles in The 
Producers Las Vegas.  She is proud to be an Ovation 
Award and LA Weekly Award nominee for her 
lead role as Mary in the world premiere of Play it 
Cool.  Broadway: Mme Thenardier in Les Miserables.  
National Tours: Beauty and the Beast, How to 
Succeed…, and Footloose.  Regional: A Funny Thing 
Happened…, Music Man, Nunsense, et al.  Jessica 
has also toured extensively with Liza Minnelli.

ELIZABETH SOUSEK (Ensemble) grew up in 
Lakeville, Minnesota and moved to New York City 
in 2002 to attend Marymount Manhattan College 
and pursue a career in dance. While attending 
school, Elizabeth joined the Radio City Rockettes 
and performs annually in The Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular in New York and cities throughout 
the US. The Producers is her third production at 
Gateway Playhouse this season, as she performed 
earlier this summer as a “Ziegfeld girl” in The Will 
Rogers Follies and as an ensemble member in Show 
Boat. She would like to thank her family and friends 
for their continued love and support.

A Womans Boutique

Get the individual attention you deserve

Unique Casual Wear • Classic Career Wear
Chic Evening Wear • Shoes • Accessories 

One of a Kind Handcrafted Jewelry

Sophisticated Clothing for Young Adults & Women
(Sizes: Extra Small - 3XL)

62 So. Main St., Sayville, NY 11782
631-563-4900

10% Off With This AD
Not to be Combined

Clothing, Jewelry, Shoes…

A Woman’s Boutique
Unique Casuals, Classic Career Wear, 

Chic Evening Wear
12 Bellport Lane, Bellport, N.Y. 11713

(631) 286-2008

10% Off With This AD
Not to be Combined
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SHIRLEY SLEEP SHOPPE
618 Montauk Highway • Shirley, NY 11967

Complete Line of Conventional,
Waterbeds & Futons

JOE 281-0376

LINDSAY OLIVIA TRAVIS (Ensemble) is thrilled 
to be continuing at Gateway Playhouse, having 
just finished performing in Show Boat. She is a 
proud graduate of Northern Kentucky University’s 
Department of Theatre and Dance and has 
recently made New York City her home relocating 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. Favorite roles include Val in 
A Chorus Line, Grace in Annie, Laurey in Oklahoma 
and the sassy Texas in Cabaret. This performance is 
dedicated to the Gorman family.

ADAM WYLIE (Leo) is thrilled to be back at 
Gateway to be part of this amazing production 
of The Producers! Other Gateway productions 
include Willard in Footloose and Chip in On The 
Town.  Broadway:  Into The Woods (Jack). Regional 
Theatre: Wicked-LA (Boq), 110 In The Shade (Jimmy), 
Precious Sons (Freddie Jr.), Camelot (Merlin), Big 
River (Huck), Beauty And The Beast-LA (Chip), 
and Sondheim's 75th Birthday at the Hollywood 
Bowl. Recent Television: Brainiac 5 on Legion of 
Superheroes, Entourage, Monk, Malcolm in the 
Middle, Ben 10, Gilmore Girls, Avatar, Ed, and Joan 
of Arcadia. Upcoming Films: Booth Girls, Superman 
Doomsday, Return to Sleepaway Camp, Species 4, 
and Street Dreams. Love to Meagan, Riley, Pheobe, 
and Mom.

LARRY RABEN (Director) is a recent best director 
Ace nominee (Argentina’s equivalent of the Tony 
Award) for his direction of Sweet  Charity in Buenos 
Aires starring Latin American superstar, Florencia 
Pena. Larry comes to Gateway after just directing 
Singin’ in the Rain for Cabrillo Music Theatre in Los 
Angeles.  Other credits include:  the post Broadway 
premiere of Never Gonna Dance (with Tony winner 
Harriet Harris) at Musical Theatre West, the 
southern California premiere of The Thing About 
Men (MTW), Always Patsy Cline at the Welk Resort 
Theatre  starring Cissy King of  Bobby & Cissy fame 
, and I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change (MTW).  
He has directed numerous US and international 
stagings of Forever Plaid from New York to LA to 
Tokyo. Larry was also Asst. Director on the original 
Off-Broadway production.  Also in New York, he 
directed The Velveteen Rabbit at Off-Broadway’s 
Promenade Theatre for Theatreworks/USA, and 
asst. directed the Off-Broadway musical Catch 
Me If I Fall (Promenade Theatre), and Breaking Up 
starring Matthew Modine and Allison Janney at 

the American Stage company.  He directed, and 
co-authored an original musical revue Hollywood’s 
Heyday, a tribute to the great movie musicals. In 
Canada, he co-authored and staged Motown At 
The Twilight. Larry is delighted to return to the 
Gateway Playhouse where he appeared as Jerry/
Daphne in Sugar, the Some Like It Hot musical. Larry 
is eternally grateful to Susan Stroman, Mel Brooks 
and Warren Carlyle for making him a part of The 
Producers family, to his mentor Stuart Ross for 
giving him his first chance to direct, and to Robin 
and Paul Allan for this amazing opportunity.

MATTHEW J. VARGO (Choreographer) Matthew 
most recently served as choreographer for The 
Producers for Westchester Broadway Theater.  
He also was the Assistant Director and 
Choreographer for The MUNY of St. Louis’ 
production of The Producers. He has been the 
Assistant Director/Choreographer for a Pediatric 
Oncology Benefit in Pittsburgh, PA as well as 
assistant director to David Bell for Pittsburgh CLO’s 
production of The Desert Song. Matthew has held 
instrumental creative positions including assistant 
director and choreographer as well as dance 
captain for numerous industrials including State 
Farm’s National conventions. As a performer, he 
has been a Dance Captain for Susan Stroman on 
The Producers and Alan Menken’s A Christmas Carol 
at Madison Square Gardens. Other Broadway and 
National tour credits include CATS, Kiss Me, Kate and 
A Chorus Line. Matthew has been a proud member 
of Actor’s Equity for more than 21 years.

JEFFREY BUCHSBAUM (Musical Director) Jeffrey 
is very happy to be back for his 16th production 
at Gateway Playhouse. Other recent shows here 
include: Phantom, Cats, Miss Saigon, and last 
season’s Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. Off-Broadway: 
On Second Avenue (2 Drama Desk nominations), 
Tallulah’s Party with Tovah Feldshuh, A Dash of 
Rosemary (also arranger), Michael Valenti’s Song 
By Song.  Broadway Rhythm in Macao, China (also 
conceived), and The Skinflint (Repertory Theatre of 
St. Louis) Tours: Mame, Titanic, My One and Only, 
George M, Damn Yankees starring Jerry Lewis, 
Phantom of the Opera (European/South America), 
A Chorus Line (European/National). Jeffrey is also 
a director; his production of Camelot recently 
completed a successful national tour. He also enjoys 

a long association teaching and musical directing 
at LaGuardia High School for the performing arts 
in NYC, the “Fame” school. Jeffrey is a voice teacher 
and coach in New York City.

PAUL ALLAN (Producer) has been involved in 
theatre since before he can remember. In the early 
days of Gateway, he spent his summers following 
around his grandfather who had his hands full 
trying to make ends meet - running a theatre in the 
60’s. Paul grew up here, looking forward to each 
summer and being able to do more each year. By 
the time he was a teenager he was beginning to 
take charge of maintaining this 7 acre complex as 
well as becoming an integral part of the back stage 
crew. In the 80’s as a young Gateway producer, 
Paul spent part of the winter months working 
in NY on many off-Broadway shows - serving as 
technical supervisor, production manager, and/or 
show carpenter. At the same time he co-founded 
a touring company whose shows traveled 
throughout the US and other countries worldwide. 
The set rental company was also founded at this 
time and Gateway scenery is constantly being 
trucked to various theatres across the country. 
The main focus, though, is still the productions he 
produces here for our patrons. 

ROBIN JOY ALLAN (Casting and Artistic Director) 
has been the Casting Director at Gateway for the 
last thirteen years. Five years ago, she became 
the Artistic Director at Gateway. Prior to moving 
back home into the wonderland setting of her 
childhood, she did thrive in Corporate America, 
spending five years in Los Angeles, casting several 
TV pilots, MOW’s and feature films. You’ll find her 
name on the feature films; Parenthood, When Harry 
Met Sally, Lord of the Flies, Side Out and Ghost. Along 
with her Artistic and Casting Director duties, she is 
the force behind Gateway’s Acting School Division, 
where she teaches the advanced classes.  This is 
her most impassioned work. Her daughter, Hayley, 
inspires her every day. She hopes her effort is good 
enough to honor her family, and their amazing 
effort all these years to bring theatre with integrity 
to Long Island.

DOM RUGGIERO (Production Stage Manager) Dom 
Ruggiero, a member of Actors Equity, has been 
stage managing for the past 27 years.  Broadway 
PSM credits include The Gathering starring Hal 

Linden, Borscht Belt on Broadway starring Bruce 
Adler and Mal Z. Lawrence, and Ain’t That a Kick 
in the Head – the Music of Sammy Cahn directed 
by Chet Walker. 1st National Tours include:  The 
Cole Porter Songbook starring Melba Moore, The 
Irving Berlin Songbook starring Carole Lawrence, 
Greetings! Shalom Aleichem Lives starring Judy 
Kaye, Bruce Adler and Theo Bikel. Dom has stage 
managed across the US, Europe, South America 
and Australia with Aint’ Misbehavin, Phantom, 
Anything Goes, and Song & Dance among many 
others. He is no stranger to the Gateway Playhouse, 
having begun his involvement 20 years ago with 
his production of Little Shop of Horrors, which he 
also directed.  Dom has directed numerous shows 
for Gateway, most notably the 3 productions 
of Phantom, Tommy, Cabaret, and Once on This 
Island. Dom also directed Gateway Playhouse’s 
production of Beauty and the Beast this season.

MEL BROOKS (Writer, Composer & Lyricist, Pro-
ducer.) Director, producer, writer and actor, Mel 
Brooks is the recipient of three 2001 Tony Awards 
(Best Score, Best Book of a Musical, Best Musical) 
and two Grammy Awards (Best Musical Show Al-
bum and Best Long Form Music Video) for The Pro-
ducers. Mr. Brooks began his distinguished career 
during television’s “Golden Age” as a writer for Sid 
Caesar on Your Show Of Shows in 1951. In 1955 and 
in 1957, Brooks received Emmy Award nomina-
tions (with others) for the best comedy writing for 
Caesar’s Hour, and in 1956 he was nominated (with 
others) for best writing for a variety or situation 
comedy. In 1952, Brooks wrote sketches for Leon-
ard Sillman’s Broadway smash-hit revue, New Faces 
Of 1952, and in 1957, together with Joe Darion, he 
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wrote the book for the Broadway musical Shinbone 
Alley, which starred Eartha Kitt. In 1962, he wrote 
the book for the Broadway musical All-American, 
starring Ray Bolger. In the’60s, Brooks teamed up 
with Carl Reiner to write and perform The 2000 
Year Old Man albums, which became immediate 
bestsellers. In 1960 and 1961, Brooks and Reiner 
received Grammy Award nominations for the best 
spoken word comedy for 2000 Years and for best 
comedy performance for 2000 And One Years, re-
spectively. In 1997, Brooks and Reiner teamed up 
again for The 2000 Year Old Man In The Year 2000. 
Both a book and a CD were released, the CD win-
ning a Grammy Award in 1998 for the best spoken 
word album: comedy. Brooks wrote and narrated 
The Critic, a short satire on avant-garde art films, 
which received the Academy Award for best ani-
mated short subject in 1964. In 1965, he teamed 
up with Buck Henry and created Get Smart, the 
long-running television show starring Don Adams 
as Agent 86. Brooks, along with others, received 
an Emmy Award for outstanding writing achieve-
ment in a comedy-variety in 1967 for The Sid Cae-
sar, Imogene Coca, Carl Reiner, Howard Morris Spe-
cial. In 1968, he wrote and directed his first feature 
film, The Producers, starring Zero Mostel and Gene 
Wilder, which earned him an Academy Award for 
the best original screenplay written directly for the 
screen. He then went on to create a remarkable 
string of hit comedies: 1970, he wrote, directed 
and acted in The Twelve Chairs; 1974, co-wrote, 
directed and acted in Blazing Saddles, and was 
nominated, along with John Morris, for the best 
title song, “Blazing Saddles”; 1974, co-wrote and 
directed Young Frankenstein; 1976, co-wrote, di-
rected and starred in Silent Movie; 1977, co-wrote, 
directed and starred in Silent Movie; 1977, co-
wrote, directed, produced and starred in History Of 
The World, Part 1; 1983, produced and starred in To 
Be Or Not To Be; co-wrote, directed, produced and 
starred in the hit sci-fi spoof, Spaceballs; 1991, co-
wrote, directed, produced and starred in Life Stinks; 
1993, co-wrote, directed, produced and starred 
in Robin Hood: Men In Tights; 1995, co-wrote, di-
rected, produced and starred in Dracula; Dead 
And Loving It. For three successive seasons, Brooks 
won the Emmy Award for his role as Uncle Phil on 
the hit comedy show, Mad About You. His vision-
ary film company, Brooksfilms Limited, founded in 
1980, has produced some of America’s most dis-

tinguished films, among them: David Lynch’s The 
Elephant Man, David Cronenberg’s The Fly, Frances, 
Richard Benjamin’s My Favorite Year and 84 Char-
ing Cross Road, starring Anthony Hopkins and Mr. 
Brooks’ wife Anne Bancroft.
 
THOMAS MEEHAN (Book) received the Tony 
Award for co-writing the book for The Producers 
in 2001 and in 2003 for co-writing the book for 
Hairspray. He received his first Tony Award in 1977 
for writing the book of Annie, which was his first 
Broadway show, and has since written the books 
for the musicals I Remember Mama, Ain’t Broad-
way Grand and Annie Warbucks. In addition, he 
is a long-time contributor of humor to The New 
Yorker, an Emmy-Award winning writer of televi-
sion comedy, and a collaborator on a number of 
screenplays, including Mel Brooks’ Spaceballs and 
To Be Or Not To Be. He and his wife, Carolyn, divide 
their time between a home in Nantucket and an 
apartment in Greenwich Village, near which, on 
Hudson Street, she owns and presides over the 
long-running and near-legendary children’s store 
Peanut Butter & Jane. Mr. Meehan is a member of 
the Council of the Dramatists Guild. 
______________________________________ 

In 1952, Frank Loesser transformed a fledg-
ling business into what is now known throughout 
the world as “MTI.” In the intervening years, Music 
Theatre International has become a leader in the 
theatrical licensing industry, specializing in Broad-
way, Off-Broadway and West End musicals. Since 
its founding in 1952, MTI has been responsible 
for supplying scripts and musical materials to the-
atres worldwide and for protecting the rights and 
legacy of the authors who it represents. Whether 
it is the newest hit from the Broadway or London 
stage, or a timeless classic, MTI has been a driving 
force in cultivating new work and in extending 
the production life of the great American musicals 
such as, Guys and Dolls, West Side Story, Fiddler On 
The Roof, Les Misérables, Annie, Of Thee I Sing, Ain’t 
Misbehavin’, Damn Yankees, The Music Man, God-
spell, Little Shop Of Horrors and the musical theatre 
collection of composer/lyricist Stephen Sondheim, 
among others. 
	 Apart from the major Broadway and Off-
Broadway shows, MTI is proud to represent youth 
shows, revues and musicals which began life in re-

gional theatre and have since become worthy ad-
ditions to the musical theatre canon. Each year MTI 
licenses over 15,000 productions totaling more 
than 60,000 performances in the United States 
and Canada. The 45,000 amateur and professional 
theatrical organizations throughout the United 
States and Canada involve more than three million 
households each year in performances seen by 
more than twenty-five million audience members. 
Working with its sub-agents overseas, MTI has li-
censed productions in over sixty countries around 
the world. Whether it’s a high school in Kansas, an 
all-female troupe in Japan or the first production 
of West Side Story ever staged in Estonia, produc-
tions of MTI musicals have touched the lives of 
hundreds of millions around the world. 
	 MTI is particularly dedicated to the idea 
of theatre as education. Whether it’s the twelve 
thousand high schools who regularly perform our 
shows, or the many community and professional 
theatres whose outreach programs introduce new 
audiences to new works, MTI shares with these 
educators the goal of raising the next generation 
of theatre artists and audiences. MTI has taken a 
leading role in theatre education by creating the 
MTI Theatrical Resources, a “theatrical tool box” de-
signed to help not only ensure the success of each 
musical production, but also to establish the study 
of musical theatre as a permanent part of the high 
school curriculum. These resources include: Study 
Guides designed to bring the study of specific 
shows into the classroom; Video Conversation-
Pieces™ featuring video seminars with artists such 
as Martin Sheldon Harnick, Stephen Sondheim 
and Susan Stroman discussing the creation of 
their shows from inception to production; and MTI 
Rehearscore® which provide unlimited rehearsal 
accompaniment (and a remarkable new way to 
teach scores in class) via an easy-to-use, fully in-
teractive computer program on disk. MTI also pro-
vides projection slides, original Broadway logos, 
sound effects, key transpositions (piano conductor 
scores and orchestral parts) as well as TV Spots for 
promoting your production. 
	 In 1998, as part of its educational initiative, 
MTI brought classic musical theatre to elemen-
tary and middle school-aged students with -- The 
Broadway Junior Collection®. Broadway Junior is 
a complete package which includes a first-timer’s 
“How To” guide to producing Broadway’s most be-
loved and celebrated musicals -- custom tailored 

to the needs of young people and schools. The 
Broadway Junior Collection® provides condensed, 
author-approved versions of classic musicals like 
Annie, Guys and Dolls, Into The Woods, and Fiddler 
On The Roof and shows you how to make your 
musical the ultimate interdisciplinary teaching 
tool. We even include an orchestral performance 
CD to make rehearsals a snap. Since 1998 there 
have been more than 16,000 licensed Broadway 
Junior productions in elementary and middle 
schools throughout the United States and Canada. 
The success of The Broadway Junior Collection® 
is perhaps best measured in the self-confidence, 
discipline, character, cooperation and self-esteem 
instilled in the children who have participated in 
Broadway Junior productions, as they master the 
diverse skills necessary to creating a musical.* We 
are building better citizens through musical the-
atre. 
	 MTI is also a leader in providing materials 
to meet the increasing demand for symphonic 
arrangements of popular theatre music. The MTI 
Concert Library offers arrangements of selected 
songs, as well as full scores from Broadway shows.
	 Musical theatre has developed into a uni-
versal language, with new and exciting works 
springing up from all over the globe. MTI is firmly 
committed to laying the groundwork and pro-
viding innovative products and services for the 
flourishing musical theatre community of the 
21st century.
	 In 2000, Music Theatre International commis-
sioned a two-year study on the impact of present-
ing a Broadway Junior show in three New York City 
schools. ArtsConnection administered the study 
under the direct supervision of Dr. Rob Horowitz.

49 East Main Street, 

Patchogue, NY 11772

631.569.2680 

hazymoon.org

The new exciting Hot Spot in Patchogue. 
Open 7 Days. Live music Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday nights. Late night menu
Friday and Saturday till midnight. 

Sunday brunch 12-4:00.
Bring in your ticket stub and receive our bar specials.
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When was the first time you saw the original 
film –THE PRODUCERS?

Larry: Oh, the original film, I saw it when I was a kid. 
I remember it came on the Saturday movies, it was a 
late night thing, and I just remembered thinking how 
ridiculously funny it was. So, that was my entry… 
Also, Mel Brooks was very important to me in the 
late 1970’s, History of the World came out, and 
my parents were really strict about what movies I 
could see, and somehow that one slipped under the 
radar.  And, you know, it helped shape how I think of 
comedy.

Matthew: Wow, for me ‘m pretty sure I saw the movie 
before I saw the musical. I am very much like Larry in 
the sense that I love Mel Brooks and all of his movies, 
I’m a huge fan of Young Frankenstein so I know that 
one inside out and History Of The World, and all of 
that, and I just love…he’s just, he just goes for it, and 
nobody is safe with him, and that’s the fun thing.  

Who was with you when you watched it? 

Larry: I watched it with my siblings.

Matthew: I saw it later at home, I think on AMC or 
something, it was playing, so, yeah.  By myself in my 
apartment in New York, hahaha. 

Did you ever imagine being involved with the 
show creatively?  In other words because we 
don’t know how early your involvement with 
the show was or were… 

Larry: I will tell you, for me, It was one of the clearest 
moments of my career.  I was living in Los Angeles 
at the time, I saw online that a Mel Brooks musical 
was going to open in New York, I was making a trip 
there, a friend and I bought tickets online, they had 

two seats in the last row of the top balcony of the 
St. James.  And it’s the kind of thing where you don’t 
even enter with all the other patrons, it’s this other 
little side thing. It’s not even carpeted, you walk up 
all these grey cement steps, and you keep climbing to 
the rafters, and it’s not even open for a lot of shows.  
So I sat in the middle of the last row, and laughed my 
ass off.  And I remember watching Matthew Broderick 
and thinking, ‘that’s exactly what I do, oh my god, 
it’s a baritone range, it’s quirky, comic leading man, 
it’s like everything, the dancing was not more than 
I can handle.  And I sat there watching,’ I have to do 
this, I have to do this role, at this theatre’.  So, cut to 
intermission, my best friend who was with me, the 
first thing he said when the lights come up, is he said,” 
you have to play Leo Bloom”.  Oh my god, I’m sitting 
here killing myself watching this, and from that 
moment, from that evening, I just kept my eye on the 
prize, “I’m going to find a way to play this role on this 
stage”, it’s just going to happen, and I’ve never had a 
moment of my career as clear as that.  So, cut to the 
second anniversary, I got hired to understudy and 
then played it a bunch. It happened.

Matthew: For me, I had had an association with 
Susan Stroman back in 1994, the first time I worked 
with her on ”A Christmas Carol”,  the Alan Menken 
and Lynn Ahrens version.  Mike Okrent and Stro put 
it together, and I was a swing on that. Iit was one of 
the most spectacular, overwhelming, and fantastic 
experiences in my life, and I knew that  I wanted to 
work with her again.  In what capacity and where, 
I didn’t know.  Cut to 2002, I ended up doing a 
Christmas Carol again; I did it four years over a ten 
year span coming in and out of it,  when  I saw the 
[PRODUCERS] on Broadway with a dear friends’ 

I WANT TO BE IN THE PRODUCERS….
  GATEWAY interviews Larry Raben (Director), Matthew Vargo (Choreographer)

mother. We were going to see somebody in the cast 
that they knew.  Later I’m with this cast member and 
I say, “would you feel comfortable having your agent 
submit me for the role of Carmen Ghia for the second 
national tour?” And she said, “Absolutely.”  And I 
auditioned.  I knew I was going to do it, I just knew.  I 
ended up being a swing and a cover for it, and it was 
marvelous. 

What was your favorite thing to do, or what was 
your favorite association with it, what maybe 
production, tour, month, week, year, perhaps 
working with someone…what was your shining 
moment (aside from this wonderful production 
of course)?

Larry: For me it was my Broadway debut, which is 
remarkable and special, and just truly that dream 
fulfillment of playing Leo Bloom on that stage, so 
that was incredible.  One of my proudest moments 
was, they were holding secret silent auditions for 
Max’s for London.  And they were bringing in…they 
brought in Michael Crawford, ( I don’t think anybody 
to this day knows that he came in) they brought in 
all these actors, it was under this whole secret name 
and anyway…but they brought me in, because I was 
understudying Leo, to read with a bunch of these 
guys.  And there is a line in the script, where it’s the 
script reading scene, Max is reading a bunch of bad 
plays, and Leo picks up a play, and he says, ”But how 
could you see me, the glass was frosted?” And then 
Max goes, “Wait a minute, wait a minute, I’ve read this 
before, I know I’ve read this before, what’s it called, 
what’s it called?!” [Then Leo Says]“The Frosted Glass. 
Max, I can’t read anymore.” Well, Mel Brooks and Tom 
Meehan, pissed themselves when I read it.  And then 
afterwards they had us read the scene again, and 
they just were watching me, they weren’t watching 
the Max from London, and Mel came up afterwards 
and went, ”Larry, I always knew that line was funny, 
I can’t even tell you what it is you’re doing, but you 
make it funny!” then he grabbed my cheeks, and he 
said, “Thank You!” And I thought, I can die and go to 
heaven now, Mel Brooks said that I made one of his 
jokes land… that was important to him!

Matthew: I have three shining moments, actually 
thinking about it.  The first one was, I was an original 
member of the national tour, I was on the Leo 
Company. To be a part of that from the beginning, 

and see Stro and Mel and Warren Carlyle and 
everybody put it together, and hear from them what 
everything means, and why I’m picking the cup and 
moving it over to there at that exact moment.  That’s 
a thing I love about  Stroman and her choreography, 
that everything is motivated, you know, there’s a 
reason for everything.  As an aging dancer, and as an 
actor, it’s much more exciting, and I like that more.  As 
a younger dancer, I just wanted to kick the legs.  So, 
that was just incredible, and I’m loving bringing that 
to everybody.  And the second moment was going 
on for Carmen Ghia in my home town of Orange 
County, my parents were in the audience, and it was 
just like, you know, home town boy moves home and 
makes good.  And I had a fantastic response from 
the audience, It was just like, okay, I’ve arrived.  And 
then the third moment, actually happened here on 
the very first night, the show comes with direction 
and choreography books.  Even though I know the 
show really well, I have my own books and maps 
and everything, and all the choreography is up in 
my head, I thought let me just look and see how they 
wrote it down and put it in there……. The second 
page has a little disclaimer on the top that says, “All of 
the people listed below have had an association with 
the show and are more than capable of mounting 
it.”  And it says “Director/Choreographers”, and it 
lists Warren Carlyle, Bill Burns, Brad Musgrove, all 
these people who were original originals, the AAA 
list, and then it says “Directors” and it lists all of the 
people who have been associated with it.  Then it says 
“Choreographers” and it says Matthew Vargo: dance 
captain, US tour.   So I’m stamped!  I have Stroman’s 
approval crest. It just warms my heart. I’m in the book! 
I didn’t know, I had no idea, nobody had told me!  I’m 
official, you have a pre-approved choreographer!     

What do you love about The Producers?

Larry: I love that it offends everyone. It came out in 
a time when people got so politically correct, that 
you found yourself choosing adjectives mid sentence, 
afraid that you’d step on someone’s toes, everything 
becomes so hyphenated in how you had to describe 
it, and Mel just threw all of that out the window and 
went after everyone, and it  just allowed you to laugh 
again, and I think it just  loosened everybody up.  Also, 
it’s the best group of people that I’ve ever worked 
with because all of the people that went through 

continued on page 25
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Broadway or the national tours, everyone has to 
have a sense of humor, everyone has to be an actor, 
has to have a sense of humor,  and it tends to collect 
the weirdest, wackiest, most fun group of people you 
would ever hope to work with.  

If it’s cast right…

Yeah, if it’s cast right…. it was like that in New York 
and on the tours, most everybody had to tell the 
creative team a joke to get hired, it just brought those 
kind of people those sensibilities out, so it made for a 
really good wacky workplace.

Matthew: What do I love, I mean, kind of the same 
thing, I just love that there are so many characters 
that everybody gets to play within it. You know, from 
the little old ladies, to whatever, and along the lines of 
the offending, what’s brilliant about it, is that African 
Americans offend the African Americans, little old 
ladies affect the old people, the gay people affect 
the gay people, but it’s never the straight white man 
offending everyone, the blonde bombshell makes fun 
of, you know, dumb blondes, so that’s what I think 
what Mel did was brilliant, is that, these people are 
the ones making fun of themselves…which we all 
have to do.

Larry: …And ultimately it makes us all accept each 
other and embrace each other for our idiosyncrasies 
and our differences.  It’s wonderful.

Matthew: And it’s a love story!  It’s a love story between 
Max and Leo, it’s a love story between Leo and Ulla, 
it’s a love story between New York and Broadway, I 
mean there are so many levels you can delve into if 
you want.

So, last question, would you ever want to be a 
producer?

Larry: I would absolutely want to be a producer of a 
sure fire hit.  Other than that, I can’t imagine I have 

the brains, the constitution, the patience; all of the 
things that go into… that make up that business 
brain. I’ve lived my life in the artist’s brain and it would 
be antithetical to probably good producing.

Matthew: I don’t know if I have the demeanor for it.  I 
don’t know, I mean I have great organizational skills 
and all of that, but I don’t know, I think I would just…
my stress level would be way too high for that.  I like 
being on the director/choreographer…that creative 
side of it, and I’m enjoying giving the show to new 
people who’ve never been involved with it…

Larry: And finding new funny.

Matthew: Oh yeah!   Absolutely, and new life!

Larry: We both enjoy that… I’m not sure how much 
funny there is in how much is a wig block, what does 
it cost, and where do we find ten of them in two days, 
I know that it’s really important, I have great respect, 
and I’m sure is it’s own game, and it’s gotta be very 
gratifying to give all of these people work, and to 
really be the force behind art happening.

To see something from the very beginning to 
the very end…

Matthew: Absolutely, and say, “wow, that’s a creation 
that I was part of.”

But the getting it there…

Larry: The nuts and bolts is….

Matthew: Yeah, I don’t think I could handle it. I have 
a business degree so one would think I should be able 
to, but I don’t think it’s in me!

Alright, well, thank you so much for your time, 
for your thoughts.

Matthew: Thank you!

Larry: Our pleasure. 

Interview… continued

Hospital Road 
Professional Center

250 Patchogue-Yaphank

Road - Suite 14

East Patchogue, NY 11772

(631) 289-3990

www.TeethOnTheMove.com

Night Watch
a Murder Mystery presented by

PLAYCRAFTERS
Bellport’s OTHER Live Theater!
Show Will Open On

Halloween Weekend
at the Bellport Community Center.

For more information, visit us at

www.bellport-playcrafters.com
631-748-7863
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DON’T MISS THE FINAL PRODUCTION
OF THE SUMMER SEASON…

SEPTEMBER 17 - OCTOBER 4  In Bellport

 Long Island’s Premier Professional Musical Theater

631-286-1133    1-888-4TIXNOW     www.gatewayplayhouse.com

Searles
G R A P H I C S ,  I N C .

56 Old Dock Road  |  Yaphank NY 11980
t 631.345.2202   |  f 631.345.0975 |  www.searlesgraphics.com

DESIGN
Innovation

PRE-PRESS
Precision

MARKETING
Solutions

PRINTING
Versatility
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LEARN FROM THE PROFESSIONALS!

�

� �

�

�� 286-9014

�

�
ACTING AND MUSICAL

THEATRE TRAINING
all levels of acting for all ages thru adult

GATEWAY ACTING SCHOOL

Classes Enrolling

Now.

Gateway Playhouse would like to thank our volunteer staff 
for their dedication and support. It is much appreciated.

Marie Rachek – Head Usher
Missy Atchue, Carmela Aiosa, Olga Belz, Betty Entress, Joyce Gambino, Linda Good, 

Marian Harrison, Peter Haustein, Jean Kalabo, Mary Lanier, Connie Merced,  
Sue Nemet, Peter Pernice, Linda Randolph, Sandy Reifel, Allan Ritchie, 

 Terry Seng, Mary Wirth

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR VOLUNTEER STAFF CALL 286-0555
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gateway playhouse staff

A Notice About Parking
We strongly encourage our patrons to always park on Gateway grounds. Parking is no longer allowed on  

Maplewood Drive north of the back Gateway exit. Parking is also prohibited on the east side  
of the street (Gateway side).  Observe the No Parking signs.

The Village of Bellport has advised us that cars parked in these areas will be ticketed. Please park on the west side of the 
street, opposite the Gateway fence, between the back exit and South Country Road. 

We appreciate your cooperation in making your visit to Gateway as pleasant as possible.
255 Blue Point Avenue, Blue Point

631-363-2666

PatchogueTheatre

Gateway
PlayhouseNorth

Fork
Bank

L.I.E.
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Main Street    -    Montauk Highway
South Country Rd.

“Let’s Have Fun”                               Est. 1986

Lunch Served
Tuesday - Sunday, Starting at 11:30 a.m.

Late Night Dining
Kitchen Open Till 11 p.m., Tuesday - Sunday

Open 6 Days - Tuesday-Sunday 
11:30 a.m.-2 a.m.

Your Neighborhood 
Restaurant & Pub

The world’s local bank

us.hsbc.com       1-800-975-HSBC
Issued by HSBC Bank USA ©HSBC Bank USA 2008

Bellport Office
20 Station Road 

Bellport, NY 11713
631-286-3800

Patchogue Office
325 E. Main St.

Patchogue, NY 11772
631-475-2600

s

Administrative
Executive Producer................................................... Ruth Allan
Producer.................................................................... Paul Allan
Associate Producer................................................ Jeff Bellante
General Manager.................................................Gale Edwards
Company Manager..............................................Michael Baker
Publicist............................Kevin P. McAnarney, KPM Associates
Assistant to the Producer..................................Keith Llewellyn
Administrative Assistant/Intern....................... Jennifer Perkins
Company Management Intern......................... Stefan Schuette
Musician Contractor..............................................Jeff Hoffman

Artistic
Artistic/Casting Director....................................Robin Joy Allan
Director..................................................................Larry Raben
Choreographer..................................................Matthew Vargo
Musical Director............................................... Jeff Buchsbaum
Scenic Designer...................................................Robin Wagner
Costume Designer.........................................William Ivey Long
Lighting Designer..................................................... Paul Miller
Associate Lighting Designer................................... Kim Hansen
Sound Consultant.................................................Cody Spencer
Assistant to the Casting/Artistic Director.................Sarah Good
Assistant Musical Director.............................. Brendan Whiting
Production Photographer...................................... Jeff Bellante

Box Office
Box Office Manager..................................................Laurie Parr
Director of Group Sales..................................... Annmarie Allan
Group Sales............................................................. Claire Ward
House Manager............................................Joanne Famiglietti
Box Office Staff...........................Nadine Hazard, Kelly Maningo

Francesca Welhous, Diane Koerber

Production
Production Manager............................................. Brian Loesch
Production Stage Manager............................... Dom Ruggiero*
Resident Designer/ Technical Director......................Kelly Tighe
Wardrobe Supervisor.....................................Marianne Dominy
Master Electrician................................................... Kurt Krohne
Sound Engineer.................................................... Rhys Dawson
Assistant Production Manager..........................Derick Sheehan
Assistant Master Electrician.............................. Justin Hoffman
Assistant Stage Manager................................Patricia A. Mason
Stage Management Intern...............Michael James Johnson Jr.
Crew Chief...............................................................Corey Kloos
Master Rigger.......................................................... AD Garrett
Shop Foreman..................................................Linda Luscombe
Props..................................................................... Olivia Gagne
Wardrobe Assistant...........................................Marybeth Irons
Wig Master/Make-up......................................Brittney Griffiths
Technicians................................... Cade Spencer, Izsac Fleenor, 

Keith Reilly,Joe Reecher
Electrics Interns........................Charles Morris, Kevin Schaeffer, 

Robert Bursztyn
Sound/ General Technician Intern ..................... Brittany Sellers 
General Technician Intern.................................. Brendan Smith 
Wardrobe Interns................... Stephen Szymanski, Patrick Herb  

Facilities
Facilities Manager................................................ Don Harrison
Concessions Manager..............................................Carl DeMasi
Cleaning Contractor................................. Fiori Enterprises, Inc.
Grounds Maintenance................... HTM Landscaping Company
House Staff................... Martin Maningo, AJ Lebbens, Eric Burt, 

Raymond Tobia, Timothy Mahon
General Counsel..............................Ann L. Nowak & Associates

South
Country

Inn
Fine Italian and Continental Cuisine

Stop in after the Show for Dessert or Cappuccino - Full Bar Available

A short drive from both theatres on South Country Road.

Special packages for parties & theatre groups.
Open Tuesday - Sunday, for Lunch & Dinner
Reservations recommended

668 South Country Rd., East Patchogue 758-1919

Montauk Highway

South Country Rd.
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To Gateway

BELLPORTTo Patchogue

South
Country Inn

112

27

Montauk Highway

South Country Rd.

Statio
n

 R
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.

To GatewaySouth
Country Inn

Complimentary glass of wine
with your lunch or dinner when

you present show tickets or this ad.

Moderately Priced Entrees
Starting at $13.95

Prix Fixe Dinners 
3 - 6 PM Daily

$22.95

Daily Lunch Specials
Tuesday - Sunday
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JEWELRY – SCULPTURE – CERAMICS – ART GLASS

Village Silversmith Gallery
Representing Internationally Recognized

Silversmiths and Goldsmiths
Since 1971

631-286-1660
149 Main Street, Bellport

www.villagesilversmith.com

PAPA NICKS PIZZA

286-6400
117C-South Country Road, Bellport Village, NY

Gyros

Salads

Heros

Dinners

Daily Lunch
Specials

The Show Goes On... Before The Play & After The Matinee,

Bellport Village Welcomes You

THE BELLPORT
Steps away from the Gateway Playhouse

HHHH
New York Times Review

159 South Country Road, Bellport, New York 11713

(631) 286-7550

We Buy &
Sell

Jewelry
Coins

Watches

Goldsmith &
Numismatist on

Premises

Drop off your repair
work before the show!

& OLD FASHIONED CANDY SHOP

C O U P O N   C O U P O N   C O U P O N

Buy 1 Get 1 Half Price
C O U P O N   C O U P O N   C O U P O N

8 Bellport Lane, Bellport Village, NY 11713
631-286-0044

Located across the street from Porters on the Lane
email us at CarlaMarlas@hotmail.com

Name:____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

State:__________________ Zip: ____________

E-mail:__________________________________

Sign up today for your FREE
Bellport Discount Card!

Save money by supporting your local businesses!
To receive your card just fill out this form and mail to: 

Bellport Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 246 Bellport NY 11713 
Check our website www.bellportchamber.com for the latest

discounts and offers! JOANNE D. TUTHILL
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson/Notary Public

(631) 289-4000 or (631) 289-1400
(516) 521-3653 Bellport Office • Fax: (631) 654-5001
tuthi4@aol.com • www.cbbellbrookrealty.com
66 Medford Avenue, Patchogue, NY 11772

Me mber of Bellport Chamber of Commerce for over 15 years

BELLBROOK REALTY, INC.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

EXPLORER OF THE SEAS®

SAILING YEAR ROUND FROM
CAPE LIBERTY, BAYONNE, NEW JERSEY

For more information contact your Royal Caribbean Experts!

Bay Travel & Tours
440 South Country Road • East Patchogue, NY 11772

www.baytravelandtours.com • info@baytravelandtours.com

631-447-6440
*All itineraries are current at the time of printing and subject to change without notice. Certain
restrictions apply. ©2008 Royal Caribbean Ltd. Ships registry: The Bahamas. 08011591 • 05/07/2008

Merckling Family Chiropractic, P.C.

DR. JOSEPH R. MERCKLING

16-2 Station Road

Bellport, NY 11713

Telephone: (631) 286-2300

Don’t Let Pain Interfere With Your Life!

Massage Therapy • Acupuncture

www.bellportfamilychiropractic.com

JANIS PALERMO
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

(631) 289-1400 x237 Business
(631) 654-5001 FAX
(631) 872-3693 Cellular
jpalermo22@optonline.net  • www.cbbellbrookrealty.com
66 Medford Avenue, Patchogue, NY 11772

BELLBROOK REALTY, INC.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

An Established
Tradition of Service

FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

CALL YOUR LOCAL BROKER
SERVING THE AREA FOR 

OVER 20 YEARS! 

• Residential
• Commercial
• Free Market Analysis
• Notary Public

Deborah L. Galligan
Broker/Owner

www.swanproperties.com

322 South Country Rd.
East Patchogue, NY 11772

631-289-5550
631-286-1222

631-286-7700
WWW.BELLPORTGALLERIES.COM

5 BELLPORT LANE

BELLPORT, NY 11713

BELLPORT 
JEWELERS & GALLERIES

Bellport Group Ad Spread  6/16/08  12:29 PM  Page 1
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Relax Before or After The Show — Full Bar & Menu
Kitchen Open 11 AM to 11 PM (Mon. thru Sat.) — Bar ‘til 1 AM

70 North Ocean Avenue • Patchogue • (631) 289-1900 • www.reeses1900pub.com

Pub Fare That Will Make Your Tongue Smile

 

Join our email list

to find out about

our monthly 

promotions! 

Send your 

name and 

email address 

to canavanclassics

@optonline.net

Casual, Career & Cocktail
53 Main Street, Sayville – 631.563.9385

550 North Ocean Avenue • Patchogue, NY
3 Miles South of LIE • 1 Block North of Sunrise Hwy.

1-800-758-5811
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

WWW.CASSELTRUCKS.COM

Acadia 

 

4747 Nesconset Hwy. 
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 (Across from Home Goods)

631.331.6455 • www.eastendhearing.com

Better understanding of speech. 
Clear and natural sound quality.
Put high definition hearing back into
your “expheariences”... 
Keep things entertaining!

Mention this ad and 
receive $400 off 
hearing aids and/or 
10% off assistive 
listening devices 
(T.V. infra-red, 
amplified 
telephone)

ROBERT A. NOGRADY
Branch Manager

Senior Vice President
Investment Officer

RICHARD B. MILLER
Assistant Branch Manager
First Vice President 
Investment Officer

Wachovia Securities, LLC
500 West Main Street • Suite 105 • Babylon, NY 11702

Tel 631 661-1600  Fax 631 661-0099  Toll Free 877 613-1600
richard.miller@wachoviasec.com • robert.nogrady@wachoviasec.com

 

is the official
landscaper of

Gateway Playhouse
all work done by owner

Nicholas J. Harding

631-475-0636

ENTERTAINMENT CLOSE TO HOME!
Gateway’s Holiday Season Line Up Announced…

631-286-1133    1-888-4TIXNOW     www.gatewayplayhouse.com

NOVEMBER 
22 -29

DECEMBER 
17-27

DECEMBER  29 - 
JANUARY 1 
With a Special  
New Year’s Eve  

Performance and Party  
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DAVIDOW, DAVIDOW, SIEGEL & STERN, LLP

LET’S GET THE SHOW
ON THE ROAD!

It's time to learn how to PROPERLY use trusts and life estates to 
protect everything you've worked a lifetime to acquire!  

Be our guest at one of our upcoming FREE seminars...call today
for more information or log on to www.davidowlaw.com 

and look at our calendar listings.

Main Office: 
1601 Veterans Memorial Hwy. Suite 330, Islandia, NY 11749

Tel: (631)234-3030  Fax: (631)234-3140
Nassau: 666 Old Country Road Suite 810 Garden City, NY 11530  Tel: (516)393-0222 Fax: (516)228-6672
East End: 13105 Main Road, P.O. Box 344 Mattituck, NY 11952  Tel: (631)298-9600 Fax: (631)761-0370

The Best Advice Leads to Lasting Solutions!

Original Firm Founded 1913
Long Island's Elder Law, Special Needs and Estate Planning Firm.

Suffolk’s Largest Family
Owned Oil Company

• Automatic Oil Delivery Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans That Pay You Interest
• Expert Installation Of Boilers, 

Burners, Hot Water Heaters & 
Pool Heaters

475-0270
51 RIDER AVE., PATCHOGUE

y ]

FUEL CO., INC. - EST. 1919

• Always open to the public
• Conveniently located in the picturesque 

village of Bellport on South Country 
Road - just minutes from Gateway
Playhouse and the Patchogue Theatre 

• Great for Weddings, Social and Corporate
Events or an intimate dinner for two

• Restaurant overlooks the lush golf course
and the Great South Bay

• A favorite for pre- or post-show dining
• Reservations recommended, call 286-4227

Also visit on CARLETON AVENUE
in EAST ISLIP • 277-0007

www.bellportcountryclub.com

It’s in the Details

Expert Auto Collision Repairs
All Insurance Accepted

1791 Montauk Highway
Bellport, NY 11713

2 8 6 - 2 1 1 6
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