


Original Firm Founded 1913

DAVIDOW, DAVIDOW, SIEGEL & STERN, LLP

LET’S GET THE SHOW
ON THE ROAD!

PLAN NOW in order to protect 
everything you've worked a lifetime to acquire.  

We are Long Island's Elder Law, Special Needs and
Estate Planning firm.

Main Office: 
1601 Veterans Memorial Hwy. Suite 330 Islandia, NY 11749

Tel: (631)234-3030  Fax: (631)234-3140
Nassau: 666 Old Country Road Suite 810 Garden City, NY 11530  Tel: (516)393-0222 Fax: (516)228-6672
East End: 13105 Main Road, P.O. Box 344 Mattituck, NY 11952  Tel: (631)298-9600 Fax: (631)761-0370

The Best Advice Leads to Lasting Solutions!

www.davidowlaw.com



We love it when you love what you’re walking on.

Specialists in 
Quality & Service

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1976

1135 Montauk Hwy., Mastic • 399-1890/653-RUGS
721 Rte. 25A (next to Personal Fitness), Rocky Point • 631-744-1810

Open 7 Days

We love it when you love what you’re walking on.

Sales Exchange Co., Inc.
Jewelers and Collateral Loanbrokers

Expert Jewelry Repairs
One East Main St., Patchogue   631.289.9899   www.wmjoneills.com

Mention this ad for 10% discount on purchase

Jewelry designs that will
excite your senses. 

Classic and
Contemporary 

Platinum 
and Gold
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JOANNE D. TUTHILL
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson/Notary Public

(631) 289-4000 EXT. 21 Business
(631) 289-4006 FAX
(516) 521-3653 Cellular
tuthi4@aol.com   www.cbbellbrookrealty.com
440 South Country Road, East Patchogue, NY 11772

BELLBROOK REALTY, INC.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

JANIS PALERMO
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

(631) 289-4000 Business
(631) 289-4006 FAX
(631) 872-3693 Cellular
www.cbbellbrookrealty.com
440 South Country Road, East Patchogue, NY 11772

BELLBROOK REALTY, INC.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

• Call us BEFORE your
Insurance company

• INSURANCE DIRECT BILLING
• AUTO GLASS
• CUSTOM MIRRORS
• TABLE TOPS
• INSULATED GLASS
• STORE FRONTS
• RESIDENTIAL GLASS

631.286.1885
150A Main Street, Bellport, NY 11713

Landscaping Service
Design  •  Patios  •  Ponds

ROGER MAY & MATT PALERMO
(631) 286-0941

P.O. Box 652 • Bellport, N.Y. 11713

www.swanproperties.com

322 South Country Rd. 
East Patchogue, NY 11772 

631-289-5550
631-286-1222

An Established 
Tradition of Service 

FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

CALL YOUR LOCAL BROKER
SERVING THE AREA FOR 

OVER 20 YEARS!

•Residential

•Commercial 

•Free Market Analysis

•Notary Public 

Equitable Division Today...
Financial Strategies for Tomorrow
Assisting attorneys and their clients with the short-term and

long-term financial impacts of divorce with strategic planning

Offices in Woodbury & Bellport Village

T 516.443.3204 E CarraraM@optonline.net

www.CPACDFA.com
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Presents

By AARON LATHAM and PHILLIP OESTERMAN
Adapted by AARON LATHAM and PAUL BARTZ

Music by Various Artists

Based on the Paramount Picture

With
JOHN HALBACH TINA JOHNSON

DANIEL DAMON JOYCE STEVE LUKER NOEL MOLINELLI
KATHLEEN MONTELEONE

Producer
PAUL ALLAN

Associate Producer General Manager
JEFF BELLANTE GALE EDWARDSArtistic Director

ROBIN JOY ALLAN
Production Manager Company Manager
BRIAN LOESCH ERIN KRAUS

Costume Design Wardrobe Supervisor
JOSE M. RIVERA MARIANNE DOMINY

Lighting Design Scenic Design Sound Design 
CHRIS LANDY MICHAEL H. WARD CODY SPENCER

Production Stage Manager 
DOM RUGGIERO*

Musical Direction 
ANDREW AUSTIN

Choreographed by
PAULA HAMMONS SLOAN

Directed by
BOB DURKIN

Costumes provided and executed by Glendale Costumes, Glendale, California
“Urban Cowboy – The Musical” is presented through special arrangement with

Urban Cowboy 2, LLC, 16 Penn Plaza, Suite 512, New York, NY  10001
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Bud......................................................................................DANIEL DAMON JOYCE*
Sissy ..............................................................................................NOEL MOLINELLI*
Wes ................................................................................................JOHN HALBACH*
Pam ..................................................................................KATHLEEN MONTELEONE*
Uncle Bob..............................................................................................STEVE LUKER*
Aunt Corene ....................................................................................TINA JOHNSON*
Sherwood......................................................................................STANLEY SCHORR*
Marshall ..........................................................................................SIMON TRUMBLE
Steve..............................................................................................CLIFTON SAMUELS
Bubbles ..............................................................................................DAYLA PERKINS
Bobbie Jo ............................................................................................DAYLA PERKINS
Bubba................................................................................................BO BROADWELL
Sexy Cowgirl #1 ............................................................................LINDSEY CLAYTON
Sexy Cowgirl #2....................................................................................PAIGE WHEAT
Gator ......................................................................................................ERIK FLOOR
Cowboys ..................................................BO BROADWELL, ERIK FLOOR, BRETT KEMP, 

ERIC S. ROBERTSON*, NICKY ROMANIELLO
CLIFTON SAMUELS, SIMON TRUMBLE

Cowgirls..............................LINDSEY CLAYTON, NICOLE DIMATTEI, JESSICA GREELEY*,
LAURA HALL, JODI KUHLMANN, DAYLA PERKINS, PAIGE WHEAT*

ENSEMBLE
BO BROADWELL, LINDSEY CLAYTON, NICOLE DIMATTEI, ERIK FLOOR, JESSICA GREELEY*,
LAURA HALL, BRETT KEMP, JODI KUHLMANN, DAYLA PERKINS, ERIC S. ROBERTSON*,
NICKY ROMANIELLO, CLIFTON SAMUELS, SIMON TRUMBLE, PAIGE WHEAT*

UNDERSTUDIES

CAST OF CHARACTERS

*Actors employed in this production are members of
Actors’ Equity Association, the union of Professional
Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

ssdc The Director/Choreographer is a member of the Society of Stage Directors
and Choreographers, Inc., an independent national labor union.

The Musicians employed in this production are members of
the American Federation of Musicians.

LINDSEY CLAYTONBO BROADWELL NICOLE DIMATTEI

JESSICA GREELEYERIK FLOOR JOHN HALBACH LAURA HALL

DANIEL DAMON JOYCETINA JOHNSON BRETT KEMP

STEVE LUKERJODI KUHLMANN NOEL MOLINELLI KATHLEEN MONTELEONE

ERIC S. ROBERTSONDAYLA PERKINS NICKY ROMANIELLO

STANLEY SCHORRCLIFTON SAMUELS SIMON TRUMBLE PAIGE WHEAT

Bud ......................................ERIK FLOOR
Sissy ..............................DAYLA PERKINS
Wes ............................MICHAEL BAKER*
Pam......................................LAURA HALL

Uncle Bob ..................STANLEY SCHORR*
Aunt Corene ....................PAIGE WHEAT*
Sherwood......................SIMON TRUMBLE

Conductor/Piano..........ANDREW AUSTIN
Bass ................................JOHN MCFAUL
Guitar ..........................JOE LOSCHIAVO

Drums ..........................BRIAN ROLSTON
Pedal Steel ....................GERALD MENKE
Fiddle..............................MATT SZEMELA

MUSICIANS
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Located on the Patchogue River - 264 West Avenue, Patchogue • 654-8266

Enjoy Live Music Wednesday thru Sunday Evenings
Open for Lunch & Dinner 7 Days a Week

www.theoar.com

• Inquire about our
Dinner Cruises 

• Casual Waterfront
Dining

• Happy Hour 4-7

• Sunday Brunch 11-2

Merckling Family Chiropractic, P.C.

DR. JOSEPH R. MERCKLING

16-2 Station Road
Bellport, NY 11713
Telephone: (631) 286-2300
Fax: (631) 286-4615
bellportfamilychiropractic.com

Office Hours By Appointment

SHIRLEY SLEEP SHOPPE
618 Montauk Highway • Shirley, NY 11967

Complete Line of Conventional,
Waterbeds & Futons

JOE 281-0376

The Perfect Accent Inc.
For the Spirit of Your Home

Novel Home Decor & Gift Items
Coming Soon… Live Entertainment

Imported & Hand Painted Items,
Stained Glass Lamps & Panels

Decorative Screens,
Wall Art, Sculptures

1473 Montauk Hwy, Mastic

(631) 399-4125

Hospital Road 
Professional Center

250 Patchogue-Yaphank

Road - Suite 14

East Patchogue, NY 11772

(631) 289-3990

www.TeethOnTheMove.com
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MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT I

“Overture (Hello Texas)” ................................................................................The Band 
“Born to Fly” ................................................................................................Bud, Sissy
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie” ................................................................Bandleader, Ensemble
“Cherokee Fiddle/Orange Blossom Special” ................................................Bandleader
“Lookin’ For Love in All the Wrong Places” ....................................Bandleader, Ensemble
“Cowboy Take Me Away” ..............................................................Sissy, Bud, Ensemble
“Could I Have This Dance For the Rest of My Life” ......................Bud, Sissy, Aunt Corene,

Uncle Bob, Ensemble
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia – Part 1” ....................................The Band, Ensemble
“That’s the Truth About Men” ....................................................Aunt Corene, Uncle Bob
“Take This Job and Shove It” ..........................................................Uncle Bob, Hardhats
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia – Part 2” ....................................The Band, Ensemble
“Honey I’m Home/Talk About Me” ..................................................Bud, Sissy, Ensemble
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia – Part 3” ....................................................The Band
“Broken” ..............................................................................................................Bud 

INTERMISSION

ACT II
“Ain’t Goin Down ‘Til the Sun Comes Up” ........................................The Band, Ensemble
“My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys” ......................................Pam, Sissy, Ensemble
“I’m Gonna Take You For a Ride” ..................................................................Pam, Wes
“Thunder Rolls” ............................................................................................Bud, Sissy
“Sin Wagon”..............................................................................Sissy, Ladies Ensemble
“Here You Come Again”............................................................................Aunt Corene
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia – Part 4” ....................................................The Band
“The Hard Way”..................................................................................................Sissy
“Friends in Low Places” ..........................................................................Bud, Cowboys
“Something That We Do” ..............................................................................Uncle Bob
“Take This Job and Shove It (Reprise)”..............................................................Ensemble
“Will the Circle be Unbroken” ........................................................................Ensemble
“I Hope You Dance” ..........................................................................Bud, Aunt Corene
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia – Part 5” ....................................................The Band
“Thunder Rolls (Reprise)” ........................................................................The Band, Wes
“Lookin’ for Love (Reprise)” ............................................................Bud, Sissy, Ensemble

Playbill Designed and Printed by Searles Graphics, Inc.

WARNING – The photographing or sound recording of any performance is strictly prohibited. Gateway Playhouse offers a
wireless sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. Inquire at the box office for more information.

FIRE NOTICE — The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest to the seat you occupy, is the shortest route to the outside. 
In the event of fire or other emergency, please do NOT run. WALK to that Exit. However, under normal circumstances, when
leaving the Theatre, use the center rear exits. SMOKING is prohibited in the BUILDING, as required by the Suffolk County
NO SMOKING Ordinance. Smoking in any area designated “No Smoking” renders the offenders subject to a fine, or impris-
onment, or both.
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Quality Footwear for the Entire
Family Since 1927

• Helpful, Friendly Service
• Areas Largest Selection 

of Sizes & Widths AA-EEEEEE
Rockport, Easy Spirit, Florsheim, New Balance,
Stride Rite, Teva, Timberland, Skechers, Dexter,
Hotter, Keds, Reebok, Dyeables, Topsider, Soft
Spots, Clarks, Naturalizer, Hush Puppies, Daniel
Green, Foamtreads, Toe Warmer Boots, etc.

1100%% OOFFFF
Excludes Easy Spirit, Dr. Martens & other offers. Expires 12/31/07

any purchase

with ad only

631-475-1047
14 South Ocean Ave.

Patchogue

From Patchogue Theatre entrance,

1 block west and four stores south Right where YOU need us.
North Fork Bank has over 350 branches
throughout the New York Metropolitan
area and New Jersey to serve your financial
needs.To locate the North Fork Bank branch
nearest you, call our Telephone Express
Banking Center at 877-694-9111 or visit us
at www.northforkbank.com

Proud to support
Gateway Playhouse

Member FDIC

Richard B. Miller,  Assistant Manager
Vice President - Investments

Robert A. Nogrady, Branch Manager
Vice President - Investments

500 West Main, Suite 105
Babylon, NY 11702
(631) 661-1600 - toll-free: (877) 613-1600
richard.miller@agedwards.com
robert.nogrady@agedwards.com

Member SIPC  - 2007 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Trusted Advice - Exceptional Service

Experience

DONALDSONS

Cathy Kelleher - Subaru Sales

“The Smart Choice”
5700 Sunrise Highway, Sayville, NY 11782
Tel: 631.567.6400  Direct: 631.590.5245
Fax: 631.567.8400
cathysubaru@aol.com

Duck Walk Vineyards
231 Montauk Hwy. • Water Mill • NY - (631) 726-7555

44535 Main Road • Southold • NY - (631) 765-3500

www.duckwalk.com
Come taste 19 different wines

Wine Tastings and Tours

Official Winery of Gateway Playhouse Beach House
Restaurant

Lunch & Dinner - Indoor/Outdoor
363 Grove Ave. Patchogue 631-758-3524

(closed mondays)

EST.1923

Insurance Since 1898

Personal Insurance
Commercial Insurance

Property, Casualty
Life

Health
Financial Services

� 125 East Main Street �

� Patchogue, New York 11772 �

Phone: 631.475.4000
Fax: 631.475.7648

Fine Dining Since 1980
Dinners from 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Brunch 12 - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday Dinner 5 - 8:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays
Two Minutes From

The Gateway Playhouse
Ten Minutes From

The Patchogue Theatre

Piano Bar Fri. & Sat. 9:00 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Walter A. Roe, Proprietor

108 So. Country Road, Bellport
286-2650

10% Entrée Discount
with Theatre Tickets

ACT I
“Overture (Hello Texas)”..................................Brian Collins 
“Born to Fly” ....Darrell Scott, Sara Evans, Marcus Hummon
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie” ....................................Ronnie Dunn
“Cherokee Fiddle” ........................Michael Martin Murphey
“Orange Blossom Special” ....Ervin T. Rouse and Chubby Wise
“Lookin’ For Love in All the Wrong Places” ....Bob Morrison,

Wanda Mallette and Patti Ryan
“Cowboy Take Me Away” ....Marcus Hummon and Martie Seidel
“Could I Have This Dance For the
Rest of My Life” ..............Wayland Holyfield and Bob House
“The Devil Went Down to Georgia”..............Charlie Daniels, 

Tom Crain, Taz Di Gregorio, Fred Edwards, 
Charlie Hayward, James Marshall

“That’s the Truth About Men”......................Paul Overstreet,
Rory Lee, and Timothy Jon Johnson

“Take This Job and Shove It” ......................David Allan Coe
“Honey I’m Home” ..................................Shania Twain and

Robert John "Mutt" Lange 
“Talk About Me” ........................................Bobby Braddock
“Broken” .............................. Sara Light and Danny Arena

ACT II

“Ain’t Goin Down ‘Til the Sun Comes Up” ......Garth Brooks,
Kim Williams, and Kent Blazy

“My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys” ........Willie Nelson
“I’m Gonna Take You For a Ride” ................Sara Light and

Danny Arena
“Thunder Rolls” ........................Garth Brooks and Pat Alger
“Sin Wagon” ......................Stephony Smith, Natalie Maines

and Emily Robison
“Here You Come Again” ........Barry Mann and Cynthia Weil
“The Hard Way” ................Clint Black and Hayden Nicholas
“Friends in Low Places” ............Garth Brooks and Pat Alger
“Something that We Do” ............Clint Black and Skip Ewing
“Will the Circle be Unbroken” ......................Ada Habershon 

and Charles Gabriel
“I Hope You Dance” ............Tia Sillers and Mark D. Sanders

MUSICAL NUMBERS (Composers)
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BO BROADWELL (Bubba/Ensemble) is thrilled to be
making his Gateway debut! Bo grew up in Columbia,
SC, and now resides in NYC. He has performed in
the National Tours of CATS (Alonzo), Crazy For You
(Harry), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Ira) and
Joseph/Dreamcoat (Asher). Other credits include var-
ious regional work and serving as Dance Captain for
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line and Dollywood. Some of
his favorite performance credits include: Noises Off
(Garry/Roger), Clifford Live! (T-Bone), and dancing
back-up for Dolly Parton. He is also on the Musical
Theatre Faculty for the Educational Theatre
Association. Bo dedicates this show to Jason, Chrissy
and Bryan. “Thank you for believing in me!”

LINDSEY CLAYTON (Sexy Cowgirl #1/ Ensemble)
This past season, Lindsey played the role of Gloria
Stark in Gentlemen Prefer Blondes and a Cadillac Girl
in Dreamgirls, as well as appearing in the children’s
production of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
Last season, Lindsey made her Gatway debut as
Gloria in Thoroughly Modern Millie. National Tours:
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (Dorothy Shaw), Grease,
starring Frankie Avalon and Chubby Checker (per-
formed Marty, Patty and Cha Cha!) and My One and
Only. Lindsey would like to thank Robin and the entire
Gateway family. A very special thank you goes out to
Paula Sloan who Lindsey has had the pleasure of
working with 3 times now! Love to family, friends and
her wonderful and talented meerkat Tim.

NICOLE DIMATTEI (Ensemble) is thrilled to be back
at Gateway for the fourth time. Her other shows here
have been A Christmas Carol, Dreamgirls, and
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. She has performed in the
shows and parades at Walt Disney World, including
Noises Off (Brooke) and Little Shop of Horrors
(Audrey). Other credits include Guys and Dolls, South
Pacific, Sleeping Beauty, Man of LaMancha, and
Godspell. Nicole graduated from the American
Musical and Dramatic Academy, with a focus in musi-
cal theatre. She wishes to thank her wonderfully loving
and supportive parents, friends, and family, and of
course, the Gateway family for so many amazing
experiences. Romans 8:31

ERIK FLOOR (Gator/Understudy Bud) is excited to
finally be a part of the Gateway family. Favorite cred-
its include the premiere of Crazy Love (Johnny Pride),
Pal Joey (Joey Evans), Sugar (Joe/Josephine), Dames
at Sea (Lucky), West Side Story (Arab), Medea (Jason),
Hay Fever (Sandy Tyrell), and Jesus Christ Superstar.
In association with the Entertainment Design Group out
of Atlanta, GA, Erik has been featured in numerous
industrials in GA, NC, IN, IL, and NV. A native of
Chicago, he holds a BA in Theatre from Millikin
University. He would like to thank Gateway for their
support as well as the amazing cast and crew that
has made this experience possible. Much love and
prayers to an incredible and unwavering family.

JESSICA GREELEY (Ensemble) is excited to be return-
ing to Gateway Playhouse. She was previously seen in
A Christmas Carol and Oliver. Originally, from Maine,
she is a graduate of the University of Miami in Florida.
Other credits include: 42nd Street (Peggy Sawyer),
West Side Story (Rosalia), Beauty and the Beast (Silly
Girl #1), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Ethel Peas, Pearl
Lady) and 1776 (Martha Jefferson). She would like to
send much love to her family and Colin!

JOHN HALBACH (Wes) Gateway debut! Credits
include: Tartuffe (Roundabout Broadway Revival),
Beowulf (Off Broadway/Irish Repertory), Hamlet
(Working Mutt Productions), We Three (Lincoln
Center Institute), Little Shop of Horrors (Northern
Stage), Only a Lad (NY Fringe), and Tartuffe (Two
River Theatre Company). He is a member of Actors’
Equity and has a B.F.A. in Acting from the North
Carolina School of the Arts.

LAURA HALL (Ensemble) is excited to be making her
Gateway debut! Regional/Educational: The Sound of
Music (Music Circus), Sleeping Beauty (La Comedia
Dinner Theater), Happy Holidays! From the Pops
(Cincinnati Pops, PBS), Crazy For You, The Pajama
Game, Romeo and Juliet, On the Town, Elegies, Is
There Life After High School? and Listen to My Heart.
Recent graduate of the College-Conservatory of Music,
University of Cincinnati. Love to the family and Sam.

TINA JOHNSON (Aunt Corene) is thrilled to be return-
ing to Gateway having previously appeared in this
year’s Cold As Ice as Gwen and as Miss Flannery in last

WHO’S WHO
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year’s Thoroughly Modern Millie. She has appeared on
Broadway in State Fair, Damn Yankees, She Loves Me,
South Pacific, Festival, and as Angel in The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas! Off Broadway credits include:
Christina Alberta’s Father at The Vineyard, Blue Plate
Special at MTC, Just So, Personals, Angry Housewives,
The Audience and most recently Anne of Green Gables.
National Tours: Maggie in 42nd Street, Lulu in
Footloose, and Mrs. Claus in The Radio City Christmas
Spectacular. T.V.: Law and Order: SVU, Murphy Brown,
Empty Nest, Newhart, and Lurlene in NBC’s Soap Texas.
Film: Saving Face, Fireflies. Love to Mark and Alice.

DANIEL DAMON JOYCE (Bud) Graduated from
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts where he studied at
the Stella Adler Conservatory, CAP21, and the
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts in London.
Regional credits: Anne of Green Gables, 8-Track:
The Sounds of the 70s, Forever Plaid, Coriolanus,
King Lear, Boys’ Life, Love of the Nightingale, and
Grand Hotel. He would like to thank his provider of
grace and sends his love to Stan...and Lithuania. 

BRETT KEMP (Ensemble) is originally from Medina,
Ohio and just moved to New York City a year ago.
He just finished shooting an Independent film called
Cyclone and doing a show at the Triad Theater Off
Broadway after returning from the National Tour of
Urban Cowboy where he was in the ensemble and
understudied the lead character (Bud). Also recently
signed with Frontier Booking International Talent
Agency. His favorite credits include Andy Lee in
42nd Street and Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar. A
graduate of Otterbein College in Ohio. He would like
to thank his family and friends for always supporting
him and for their patience. I love you all!
www.BrettFrederickKemp.com

JODI KUHLMANN (Ensemble) is thrilled to be work-
ing on Urban Cowboy again! National Tour: Urban
Cowboy (Dance Captain); Regional: Annie Get Your
Gun (Asst. to the Choreographer, Prince Music
Theatre), Lost Colony (Waterside Theatre), South
Pacific (Choreographer, Waterside Theatre); Bach of
Music (University of Miami). Other favorite roles

WHO’S WHO
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• Always open to the public
• Conveniently located in the picturesque 

village of Bellport on South Country Road -
just minutes from Gateway Playhouse and
the Patchogue Theatre 

• Great for large groups or an intimate 
dinner for two

• Restaurant overlooks the lush golf course
and the Great South Bay

• A favorite for pre- or post-show dining
• Reservations recommended, call 286-4227

Also visit on CARLETON AVENUE
in EAST ISLIP • 277-0007

www.bellportcountryclub.com
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include Sweet Charity, 42nd Street, A Midsummer
Nights Dream, and The Boys Next Door. Jodi thanks
her Mom and Dad, sister and Eric for being a huge
support and God for his blessings. Love you, mean it!
www.jodikuhlmann.com 

STEVE LUKER (Uncle Bob) happily returns to
Gateway where he has appeared in four shows.
Elsewhere, Steve has appeared in over 75 shows
including Broadway: 42nd Street, National and
European Tours: Footloose, 42nd Street, Radio City,
Off Broadway: The P Monologues, Regional
Companies: North Shore Music Theatre, Goodspeed,
TUTS, Crossroads, Mill Mountain, etc. TV: Law and
Order, Cosby, Hope and Faith, One Life To Live, com-
mercials (currently appearing nationally in a Yellow
Book spot with David Carradine) and voice overs.
Much love to the Luker and Noona families, especial-
ly wife Susie.

NOEL MOLINELLI (Sissy) is too excited to be here at
Gateway! Off Broadway: Good News (Connie),

Regional Credits: Premiere of Parallel Lives by Richard
Pearson Thomas (Lucy), Maine State Music Theatre’s
Oklahoma! (Gertie Cummings), The Scarlet
Pimpernel, Footloose and Guys and Dolls, Prathers
Theatres’ Footloose (Ariel Moore), Carousel Dinner
Theatre’s Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat (u/s Mrs. Potiphar), as well as several
roles at The Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati. Premiere
Staged Reading: The Business of Passion (Fran), NYC.
The College Light Opera Company, 2000. Proud
graduate of James Madison University. Thanks Fam
and Friends for the support, and Paul, Robin and Bob
for the opportunity. “Derek and Parker, you make me
the luckiest girl in the world! I love you eternally.”
www.noelmolinelli.com

KATHLEEN MONTELEONE (Pam) is excited to be a
part of Gateway’s production of Urban Cowboy!
Kathleen was recently seen on NBC’s GREASE: You’re
The One That I Want! as one of the six “Sandy” final-
ists nicknamed “Spiritual Sandy”. Off Broadway cred-
its include For Christ’s Sake! Regional credits include

WHO’S WHO
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Cinderella and Good News. Kathleen is a graduate
of Marymount Manhattan College.

DAYLA PERKINS (Bubbles/Understudy Sissy) is
happy to be joining the Gateway Playhouse for the
first time! A proud graduate of The Boston
Conservatory, she has been seen in Beauty and the
Beast at Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Where’s
Charley? at Goodspeed and a slew of princesses for
Disney. Always love to Mama and Daddy for never
ending support.

ERIC S. ROBERTSON (Dance Captain/Assistant
Choreographer/Ensemble) Most recently Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes, where he played Louie Lementeur. He
spent the last three years with Twyla Tharp and Billy
Joel’s Movin’ Out, both on the 1st National Tour and
on Broadway. Growing up near Toronto, Ontario, Eric
started his career at the Stratford Shakespearean
Festival. He appeared in Drayton Entertainment’s The
Music Man as Tommy Djilas and in The Boy Friend as
Marcel. He played Garvin in the Canadian Premiere

of Footloose at StageWest. Recently, he took over for
Rex Harrington as the lead in Song And Dance at the
Danforth Music Hall, and even got to try his hand (er,
foot) at Irish dancing in the Mirvish Productions’ The
Needfire at Toronto’s Royal Alexandra Theatre. Eric
would like to send his love and thanks to his own
urban (New Jersey) cowgirl, his Arr, Lynda Sing.

NICKY ROMANIELLO (Ensemble) is glad to be
back at Gateway after performing this season in
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes and glad to be back in
Urban Cowboy having just recently come off the
National Tour with Windwood Productions. He is part
of The Group Theatre Too, a theatre collective in NYC,
Generation Tap, which has performed at Tap
Extravaganza and The New York City Tap Festival,
and The Menhattans, an all male dance group that
premiered in Carnegie Hall in 2006. Other credits
include work at Queens Theatre in the Park, Circle in
the Square Theatre and The New Jersey Performing
Arts Center.

CLIFTON SAMUELS (Steve Strange/Ensemble) is
originally from Swansea, South Carolina. Recent cred-
its: Urban Cowboy: The Musical National Tour,
Original Cast Workshop of The Great White Way - A
New Dance-ical directed and choreographed by
David Marquez that world premiered at the
International Dance Festival in New York. Upcoming:
Radio City Christmas Spectacular. Past Regional
Credits include: Bobby in Crazy For You, Andy Lee in
42nd Street, and Tulsa in Gypsy. He would like to
dedicate this show and the journey that has accompa-
nied it to his parents, the most inspirational, amazing
southern folks a guy could have ever asked to be
blessed with. Glory and thanks be to God.

STANLEY SCHORR (Sherwood) is proud to share
the Gateway stage with this talented cast. Those of
you who frequent Gateway productions may remem-
ber him from 1776 (Thomson), Showboat
(Ensemble), Meet Me in St. Louis (Mr. Smith), or
Titanic (J.H. Rogers). Other regional credits include
Mr. Snow in Carousel, Col. Pickering in My Fair
Lady, Capt. Von Trapp in The Sound of Music and
Phillip in Phantom. Thank you Linda and Haley for
your patience and love.
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SIMON TRUMBLE (Marshall) is a recent graduate
from the American Academy of Dramatic Arts and is
thrilled to be making his Gateway (and New York)
debut! Born and raised in Berkeley, CA he has per-
formed with Berkeley Rep, New Conservatory, 42nd
Street Moon, and many others. Some favorite roles
include: Danny in Grease, Nathan Detroit in Guys
and Dolls, and Mark and Paul in A Chorus Line. Big
ups to Brooklyn, the Mawnsta Baddul Woaheors and
Mom for sticking with him.

PAIGE WHEAT (Sexy Cowgirl #2/Ensemble) from
Houston, TX, Paige is thrilled to be making her
Gateway Playhouse debut! Favorite roles: Jenny in
Company, Judy in A Chorus Line, Lorraine in 42nd
Street. “Thanks to Gateway for this opportunity,
God, and everyone who has loved and supported me
over the years!” Love to family and most of all, Brad!
GO BLUE!

PAUL ALLAN (Producer) has been involved in theatre
since before he can remember. In the early days of

Gateway, he spent his summers following around his
grandfather who had his hands full trying to make ends
meet - running a theatre in the 60’s. Paul grew up here,
looking forward to each summer and being able to do
more each year. By the time he was a teenager he was
beginning to take charge of maintaining this 7 acre com-
plex as well as becoming an integral part of the back
stage crew. In the 80’s as a young Gateway producer,
Paul spent part of the winter months working in NY on
many off-Broadway shows - serving as technical supervi-
sor, production manager, and/or show carpenter. At the
same time he co-founded a touring company whose
shows traveled throu.ghout the US and other countries
worldwide. The set rental company was also founded at
this time and Gateway scenery is constantly being
trucked to various theatres across the country. The main
focus, though, is still the productions he produces here
for our patrons. – And recently a new production: Alexa
Caroline Allan. The new little “Cowpoke” was wel-
comed home on the first day of Urban Cowboy rehears-
al, so now Paul and his wife Annmarie will be busy cor-
ralling her and her big brother Luke – now 2 1/2!

WHO’S WHO
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BOB DURKIN (Director) Bob’s return to Gateway
Playhouse this year marks his 35th Anniversary of
association with the Gateway Playhouse. He recently
completed directing and choreographing Carousel for
the Sharon Playhouse in Connecticut, and Funny Girl
and The Full Monty for West Virginia Public Theatre
before returning to Gateway this season. Bob’s work
as both a Director and Choreographer has been rep-
resented both nationally and internationally in tours of
Big River, Dreamgirls, Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers, Anything Goes, Purlie, The Goodbye Girl,
One Mo’ Time, Little Shop of Horrors, They’re Playing
Our Song, Hello Dolly, Crazy for You, and Ain’t
Misbehavin’. In 1997 he was the recipient of the
Connecticut Critic’s Circle award for his work as
Choreographer on the National Tour of Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers. He was Tommy Tune’s co-choreog-
rapher for the pre-Broadway workshops of Irving
Berlin’s Easter Parade, starring Tommy Tune and
Sandy Duncan, in both Sydney, Australia and in New
York City. He also worked for many years with the late
Broadway Director Phillip Oesterman. He was Mr.

Oesterman’s Associate Director for Urban Cowboy in
New York for the Broadway workshop. Bob’s work
has been seen by audiences in Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Germany, Sweden, Austria, Australia, Finland,
Ireland, Scotland, Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia,
and all throughout the United States and in Canada.
Bob is a graduate of The Boston Conservatory of
Music. He has been both Guest Artist and Guest
Faculty for Wagner College (NY), the University of
Vermont, Oklahoma City University, the West Point
Military Academy USMA, the University of Alabama
Birmingham, Marymount Manhattan College, and
West Virginia University. He is eternally grateful to the
Allan family for his most unanticipated and early
launch into a career as a director in 1972. It has been
a wonderful journey.  He also wishes to thank the
entire Gateway Urban Cowboy team and cast, espe-
cially Paula, Andrew, Dom, Robin, Paul, Chris, Jose,
Marianne, Eric, Kelly, and Jodi. He’s very pleased to
be re-united with author Aaron Latham. This one’s for
you Aaron and for Phillip. We know that you’re watch-
ing from Cowboy Heaven above Phil.
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tor called me "Ace." Several years later, my first
movie, Urban Cowboy, started as a magazine story in
Esquire. Hollywood bought the rights to "The Ballad
of the Urban Cowboy" and my services as screen-
writer. I was drawn to the subject because it was a
chance to get back to my mesquite-and-tumbleweed
roots. In the movie, "Bud" comes from Spur which
happened to be the town where I was born.
Seventeen years later, a fellow named Phil Oesterman
wrote me a letter proposing Urban Cowboy: The
Musical. I promptly lost the letter. My wife forced me
to search my office for days until I finally found it. We
got together and went right to work. We finally made
it to Broadway with Urban Cowboy: the Musical in
2003. And now I am thrilled to be at Gateway where
we have once again reshaped the show. New open-
ing number (suggested by Robin). New closing num-
ber for the first act (suggested by Bob).

ANDREW AUSTIN (Musical Director) is elated to be
making his Gateway debut with Urban Cowboy. He
is also excited to be working with Bob Durkin for a
second time, the first being The Full Monty for West
Virginia Public Theatre. Currently, Andrew works as
music director and vocal coach for the music theatre
department of the Governor’s School for the Arts in
Norfolk, VA. In the Norfolk area, he has music direct-
ed numerous productions for the Governor’s School,
as well as Virginia Music Theatre and Hampton
University. Other regional credits include West
Virginia Public Theatre, Birmingham, AL’s Summerfest
and La Comedia Dinner Theatre; summer stock cred-
its: New London Barn Playhouse, Surflight Theatre,
and Forestburgh Playhouse.  Before moving to VA,
Andrew lived in NYC where he music directed for var-
ious theatres and schools including Luna Stage,
Golden Fleece Opera, Fordham University, and the
Professional Performing Arts School. While living
there, he also taught for the Rudolf Steiner School in
Manhattan and the John Harms Performing Arts
Center in Englewood, NJ. In addition to music direct-
ing, Andrew is an accomplished composer, singer,
and arranger. He is a graduate of James Madison
University where he studied both music composition
and vocal performance. 

PAULA HAMMONS SLOAN (Choreographer)
Happy to be returning to Gateway, Ms. Sloan has

directed and/or choreographed numerous National
Tours including: My One and Only, Funny Girl,
George M, Titanic, Crazy For You, The Unsinkable
Molly Brown, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, Urban
Cowboy and Mame. She recently served as choreog-
rapher of the production of Singin’ in the Rain, Jekyll
and Hyde and also 42nd Street for the Trump Plaza
Hotel and Casino Broadway Series in Atlantic City.
Other credits include Plan B Productions - Los Angeles,
West Virginia Public Theatre, the Houston Symphony,
Surflight Theatre, Casa Manana and Theatre Under
the Stars. She has served as the Resident
Choreographer/Director of Galveston Island
Musicals, Texas since 1997, having directed/choreo-
graphed well over 40 musical productions for
Galveston. Since 1992, Ms. Sloan has served as fac-
ulty in the Dance and Theatre Department of the
nationally-acclaimed High School for the Performing
and Visual Arts in Houston, Texas. Thanks to Bob,
Aaron and Gateway, love to ms and p.

ROBIN JOY ALLAN (Casting and Artistic Director)
has been the Casting Director at Gateway for the last
twelve years. Four years ago, she became the Artistic
Director at Gateway. Prior to moving back home into
the wonderland setting of her childhood, she did
thrive in Corporate America, spending five years in
Los Angeles, casting several TV pilots, MOW’s and
feature films. You’ll find her name on the feature films;
Parenthood, When Harry Met Sally, Lord of the Flies,
Side Out and Ghost. Along with her Artistic and
Casting Director duties, she is the force behind
Gateway’s Acting School Division, where she teaches
the advanced classes. This is her most impassioned
work. Her daughter Hayley, inspires her every day.
She hopes her effort is good enough to honor her fam-
ily, and their amazing effort all these years to bring
theatre with integrity to Long Island.

CHRIS LANDY (Lighting Designer) is thrilled to be
back home at Gateway, where he has designed
numerous productions over the years including Oliver,
Evita, Phantom, Tommy (CT Critic Circle Award), Jekyll
& Hyde, Showboat, West Side Story, Brigadoon,
Cabaret, and Crazy For You. Other credits include A
Little Night Music for Goodspeed; Rosencrantz and
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AARON LATHAM (Author) Theater Credits: wrote
Broadway's Urban Cowboy plus a completely rewrit-
ten touring version. Movie credits: "Urban Cowboy"
(Paramount), "Perfect" (Columbia), "The Program"
(Touchstone). Books: 5 novels.  I was born in a small
hospital on Main Street in Spur, Texas. My father
had to sell a cow to pay my first hospital bills.  At one
point during a housing shortage, we lived in a class-
room in a schoolhouse. My mother taught there and

my father coached the football team. I must have
liked the academic environment because I stayed in
school as long as they would let me, getting my BA
from Amherst College and my PhD in English literature
from Princeton. Then I went to work for the
Washington Post. Doing a memorable murder story
one day, I managed to get a couple of names mixed
up, calling the killer the victim and vice versa. Both
families were upset. That was the first time the city edi-
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It was 3 AM one night in 1978 when writer Aaron
Latham was awakened by a call from Clay Felker,
his editor at Esquire Magazine.  Felker was in

Houston for a publishing symposium, and instead of
an honorarium, he had asked for a tour of the city by
night, and the editors of Texas Monthly had been
happy to oblige.  They took him to Harbor Lights Bar,
a sailor’s bar, and Gilley’s, the famous, three-acre
honkytonk.  Felker insisted Latham, a native of Spur,
Texas, come down and write a story about Gilley’s.  “I
always had an idea for a kind of story I wanted to
write,” Latham said, “a true love story, a short story, in
the New Journalism style of the time which applied fic-
tion techniques to nonfiction, using quotes, dramatic
themes, and structure.  So I went to Texas, and I want-
ed to find a couple who met in the club and I wanted
him to have worked in the refinery.”

Latham got to be good friends with the man who
ran the mechanical bull (an escaped criminal, as it
later turned out), and met couple after couple all night
long, but none of them were right.  “I was coming to
the conclusion that nobody in Texas worked in the oil
business when this girl came in and rode the bull
standing up.  She had met her former husband at
Gilley’s and they had their wedding there.  Their mar-
riage broke up when she rode the bull better than he
did, and she began dating the guy running the bull,”
said Latham.

When the story, called “The Ballad Of The
Urban Cowboy: America’s Search For True Grit”
came out in Esquire’s September issue, Hollywood
came calling for the rights, which eventually went to
Paramount Pictures, and work began in December.
Latham asked for first crack at writing the screenplay,
although he’d never written one.  Before he had a
chance to type a word, director James Bridges (The
China Syndrome) was hired and actors were being
tested.  Latham wrote the screenplay, and showed it to
Bridges who told him a few things that were wrong,
“for example screenplays were usually not written in
the past tense,” said Latham.  Paramount set the pair
of them up with an office on the lot, where they could
polish the screenplay.  Between writing and rewriting
scenes and running into Hollywood’s glamour set,
they finally got the script to the shooting stage (for a
hilarious account of the making of the film, visit
Latham’s website, www.aaronlatham.com and click

on Urban Cowboy Diaries).  The movie was an enor-
mous hit, fostering an entire popular culture phenome-
non of businessmen wearing cowboy hats and boots,
with a mechanical bull in every bar.

Fast-forward seventeen years, the film is pretty
much just a memory, when Latham received a letter
out of the blue from longtime Tommy Tune associate
director Phil Oesterman, asking if he’d ever thought of
making it a musical.  Latham had never heard of
Oesterman, but “he convinced me to meet him, and
we started writing the musical together.  He taught me
some things, like when you write for the stage you
need to give your actors time to change clothes,”
Latham said.  A reading was held at Latham’s home,
attended by Mike Nicolls who liked the show and
helped to launch it.  The show went through several
readings and workshops, and the world premiere was
planned for November 2002 at Miami’s Coconut
Grove Playhouse with Oesterman directing when, at
the end of July, he died suddenly of heart failure.
Although everyone connected with the musical was
shocked and grieved, producers Chase Mischkin and
Leonard Soloway decided to continue with the project
that had been Oesterman’s passion.  The world pre-
miere went ahead as planned, and the leap was
made to Broadway where it met with a rocky recep-
tion.  The show opened the week that war was
declared in Iraq, and smack in the middle of a musi-
cians’ strike.  Attendance had been sparse at the 26
preview performances, and critics were harsh with the
result that the show closed after only four official per-
formances.  The producers had a change of heart and
decided to give the show more of a chance, but it
closed again for good after another 56 performances.
“We might have tried too hard,” Latham said, “but I
still have considerable affection for it.”  

After the show closed, Latham figured he’d seen
the last of Urban Cowboy, when he got an email
from Windwood Theatricals producer Paul Bartz,
who Latham had also never heard of, about mount-
ing a national tour.  “It was great to have the show
live again,” said Latham, “and a national tour is an
amazing experience, all those buses, it’s a produc-
tion in itself.”  It was for the national tour that Latham
decided to write the story to be more like the movie
again.  “You don’t realize when you are making
changes on top of changes, just what you started

The Ballad Of Urban Cowboy
with.  So I got a copy of the movie script, and we had
a great time with that.”  

At the urging of Bob Durkin, a longtime
Gateway director who knew Oesterman and was
involved with the original workshop production, pro-
ducer Paul Allan wrote Latham months before the
national tour, asking about doing the show as part of
its summer season.  “They wanted a number of
changes, which I liked,” said Latham, “A show’s only
interesting to work on as long as I can change things.”
One of the first changes was a new opening song,
courtesy of Artistic Director Robin Allan.  “I chose it
because I thought it gave the two leads a shared
impact for the top of the show, instead of giving them
two extraneous solos, which in the most recent ver-
sion, told their stories.  I felt those had already been
told within the play dialogue and in the portrayal of
their characters,” she explained. Durkin came on
board as director, and he, Ms. Allan and Latham have
been collaborating, the result of which has kept
Latham writing long into the night.  “I see the hero as

coming from this little farm to the big city, a big
machine, and he is a tiny cog in this machine.  Then
he finds this place where he can be a cowboy again,
and ride a bull, except it’s not a real bull…it’s a
machine.  The bull is a metaphor for the refinery, and
for the city, so I always thought of this story as a trian-
gle – a boy, a girl, and a bull,” explained Latham.
Robin Allan said that, “we feel Aaron’s initial story
worked so well as a film, we wanted to have more of
a play-with-music in order to let the dialogue and char-
acters stand on their own, with the country tunes com-
ing as a natural progression of their journeys, as a
core connection to the drama and to give the setting
its musical environment.”

Latham continues to write magazine articles and
his latest novel Riding With John Wayne was pub-
lished in May, but he has been bitten by the theatre
bug fairly hard – he’s hard at work on a musical about
people taking over a building in 1969, and his show
Pogo And Evie: A Zydeco Musical premiered last
month at NYC’s Fringe Festival.❃
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Guildenstern are Dead for Long Wharf and
Williamstown; Hay Fever, Princess Turandot and
Angel Street for Westport Country Playhouse; Orfeo
ed Euridice and Turandot for Virginia Opera and
Madame Butterfly, Marriage of Figaro, Die
Fledermaus and Rigoletto for Boheme Opera. Off-
Broadway credits include Oedipus, Hotel Universe,
Princess Turandot, Ivanov, and Retribution.Working in
television, Chris lit Isaac for E!, Movies 101 for AMC,
Tough Crowd w/ Colin Quinn for Comedy Central,
Showbiz Tonight and Nancy Grace Live for CNN, as
well as specials for BET and Fuse. He has designed
extensively for MTV including TRL, DFX, Beach House,
Mardi Gras, New Years Eve Specials, 1st Listen
Concerts for U2, Britney Spears, Dave Mathews,
Justin Timberlake, and Destiny’s Child as well as
Unplugged’s for R.E.M., Jay-Z, Lauren Hill, Staind,
Dashboard Confessional and Ken Hirai (for MTV
Japan). He recently launched MTV Canada’s Studios
in Toronto. For Oxygen, he lights their Custom Concert
series featuring LL Cool J, The Goo Goo Dolls, Macy
Gray, Tori Amos, Alanis Morissette and India.Arie,
Michelle Branch, John Legend, and LeeAnn Rimes. He
holds an MFA in lighting and set design from NYU
and run’s his own design firm, Vibrant Design. 

JOSE M. RIVERA (Costume Designer) is thrilled to
once again be working at The Gateway. Originally
from New York, he currently resides in Los Angeles.
He has designed, assisted, consulted and coordinated
on over 200 productions for theatre, film and televi-
sion. Recent credits include: Thoroughly Modern Millie
for The Cape Playhouse; Hello Dolly! for The Glendale
Centre Theatre; the National Tour of Urban Cowboy
for Windwood Theatricals and National Lampoon’s
TV: The Movie. You can see his work on The Lifetime
Network with the TV movies: The Perfect Nanny (star-
ring Bruce Boxleitner, Tracy Nelson and Katherine
Helmond); The Perfect Wife (starring William Moses,
Perry King and Leslie Anne Downe); Blind Obsessions
(starring Megan Gallagher and Brad Johnson): Facing
the Enemy (starring Maxwell Caufield, Linden Ashby
and Alexandra Paul) and She’s No Angel (starring
Dee Wallace Stone, Tracy Gold and Kevin Dobson).
Other television credits include: 3 seasons of One
Minute Soap for Soap Net! and the reality TV Show,
Strip Search for VH-1. Film credits: The Storyteller (star-

ring Dina Meyer, Sean Patrick Flannery, Michael
Berryman, Kim Darby and Fred Kohler) and Evil Alien
Conquerors (starring Deidrich Bader, Chris Parnell
and Tori Spelling). 

CODY SPENCER (Sound Designer) Most recently,
Cody has been a freelance Audio Engineer in New
York City, working in many venues including The
Rainbow Room, The Box, and The Museum of Natural
History. He was the Sound Board Operator for the
Off-Broadway productions of La Magnani and Adrift
in Macao, the new Christopher Durang musical that
was performed at Primary Stages. This was after he
returned from the National Tour of Rent, where he was
the Monitor Engineer. Cody spent last summer as the
Audio Engineer here at the Gateway Playhouse. He
got his start and spent four years at Stages St. Louis.
Some of his favorite credits include: Thoroughly
Modern Millie, 1776, and The Fantasticks. Cody
would like to thank his friends and family, as well as
Paul Allan, for all their support and also his girlfriend,
Erin, even though she never thanks him in her bios.

DOM RUGGIERO (Production Stage Manager) a
member of Actors Equity, has been stage managing
for the past 27 years. Broadway PSM credits include:
The Gathering starring Hal Linden, Borscht Belt on
Broadway starring, Bruce Adler, Mal Z. Lawrence,
and Ain’t That A Kick In The Head – The Music of
Sammy Cahn directed by Chet Walker. 1st National
Tours include: The Cole Porter Songbook starring
Melba Moore, The Irving Berlin Songbook starring
Carole Lawrence, Greetings! Shalom Aleichem Lives
starring Judy Kaye, Bruce Adler and Theo Bikel. Dom
has stage-managed across the US, Europe, South
America and Australia with Ain’t Misbehavin,
Phantom, Anything Goes, and Song & Dance, among
many others. He is no stranger to the Gateway
Playhouse, having begun his involvement 18 years
ago with his production of “Little Shop of Horrors”,
which he also directed. Dom has directed numerous
shows for Gateway, most notably the 3 productions of
Phantom, Tommy, Cabaret and Once On This Island.
Thanks to Paul and Robin Allan as well as the “Big
Producer” above, for convincing me to return to my
heart & soul – Theatre!❃

WHO’S WHO
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Several times a year, the lobby of Gateway
Playhouse is filled with nervous smiles, and excit-
ed energy.  No, it isn’t the first night of a show.  It’s
the start of a Gateway Acting School session, and
it’s just as important as an opening night.  Many
of the youngest, and cutest, participants in this
proud and successful program have never set foot
on a stage, nor do they know stage left from stage
right.  They come to the Acting School to have fun
and to learn more about performing.  What they
don’t know is how much they’ll learn about them-
selves at the same
time.

Since Gateway
Playhouse began,
training has been an
integral part of the
property and its histo-
ry.   Robin Allan, who,
among other things, runs the current version of the
school, tells of a time when many of the perform-
ers on property were here to learn.  “There was a
school right at the beginning.  My mother taught
class, my aunt and uncle.  Most of the actors at
that time…were apprentices who were training.
They took classes in the morning, did tech work in
the afternoon, and performed at night, and that
was early Gateway.  So I guess it is sort of living
in the grass here.”  It not only lives in the grass
here, but in the buildings, stages, and energy of
the terrain.  

Currently yearly classes are held on the
Gateway grounds, teaching children ranging in
age from 6 to 18 years old acting skills and life

lessons.  It’s this emphasis on actual training that
sets Gateway Acting School apart from other
schools in the area.  At Gateway, the point of the
class isn’t to put on a show at the end of the ses-
sion.  Rather, the Acting School focuses on giving
students a set of skills which they can apply in any
situation. Preparing actors with the ability to jump
into any situation and give their all is more impor-
tant to Ms. Allan than a one time performance.  

“[Acting is] a skill.  It’s a skill that’s tough to
define, because it is not entirely physical.

Through dramatic
study, you train the
heart and the mind and
the body to all work
together, it becomes
sort of effortless and
can be applied to any
genre of performing.

Whether it be a straight play, a sitcom, a chil-
dren’s theater show or a musical, you can be a
fairy princess, or a kid whose parents are getting
divorced…you can be anything because you have
learned to pull the truth of the circumstances from
within.” She stresses that training is important for
everyone interested in performing, even those
who possess a remarkable gift. “There are kids
who seem born to entertain, but those kids still
need skill training.  They know how to do one
thing, and if they train, they’ll know how to do
anything.” 

The kids in the school are gaining valuable
experience in the ways of acting, but also in the
humanity it takes to create believable characters and
enact real life situations on stage in order to reach
an audience.  “Even if you don’t do this in your life,
dramatic study does add to what you give to the
world as a person, because it adds to you an insight
and awareness that you can apply in life situations.
It’s nice to see kids growing up being able to give in
that way,” comments Ms. Allan.  

Helping students achieve the best that they as
individuals can, isn’t always easy.  Ms. Allan relies
on an excellent staff filled with industry profession-
als, and familiar faces, recognizing that the stu-
dents need an outward eye that has seen more

than just the shores of Long Island.  “We need
good teachers of drama, and good directors, and
I consider this school to have several of them.  One
of my earliest students, who started when she was
12, is now a casting director in New York. She is
able to give wonderful direction and guidance to
actors who read for roles for her.  Because of her
training, and because she is sort of a born teacher
I feel privileged to have her teaching in the school
now.  She’s a product of what we’re all about, a
great example.”

And how is the training going these days?
Recent success stories include students who have
landed major roles on television shows, national
commercials, and more.  But to Ms. Allan, mone-
tary gain isn’t the point of the school, and it’s not
the greatest measure of success.  Though she
responds with a shining grin at the mention of her
students’ many achievements, she also cautions
that in today’s world “a lot of the focus of acting is
geared towards how many millions of dollars you
can make doing a film.  And if you’ve got a TV
show, that means you’re a good actor, and there
isn’t a lot of focus on the art of it.  When kids take
acting classes, they realize that it is an art form; it
is unfortunate that most public schools do not have
programs that are geared in this way. The focus is
normally on the productions, staging and superfi-
cial emphasis.  Drama programs are not formulat-
ed as the music programs are or fine arts, and
that’s a shame.”

Ms. Allan knows how valuable the program
at Gateway is for that reason and is also grateful

to have such a beautiful property and a business
that already has a fifty-plus-year history, to give the
school its backbone. The heartbeat comes from her
and you can see it when she speaks of the hours
she spends teaching and coaching, which she
says, aside from moments with her family, are her
most favorite hours spent in a day. “Not only the
work is rewarding, but it’s great to see the creative
spirit emerge. It does enhance a person, they learn
how to communicate better, they learn how to lis-
ten better, they have more of an ease with social
interactions, they pay attention to what their behav-
ior is and in doing so, realize their responsibility in
the world, as a human being.”  They may not know
it, but this is the goal with each child that walks into
the lobby on their first day of Acting School.  Not
just to make them into better performers, but into
better citizens as well.  With their nervous smiles,
and excited energy in tow, these little ones walking
into class for the first time are starting down a well
traveled road at Gateway, towards a more open
and committed future on stage and in life.✦

NURTURING THE ARTISTIC SPIRIT GATEWAY ACTING SCHOOL 

“…you can be anything
because you have learned to
pull the truth of the circum-

stances from within.”
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A NOTICE
ABOUT PARKING

We strongly encourage our patrons to always park
on Gateway grounds. Parking is no longer

allowed on Maplewood Drive north of the back
Gateway exit. Parking is also prohibited on the

east side of the street (Gateway side). 
Observe the No Parking signs.

The Village of Bellport has advised us that cars
parked in these areas will be ticketed. Please
park on the west side of the street, opposite the

Gateway fence, between the back exit and
South Country Road. 

We appreciate your cooperation in making your
visit to Gateway as pleasant as possible.

is the official
landscaper of

Gateway Playhouse
all work done by owner

Nicholas J. Harding

631-475-0636



The Long Island Museum
1200 Rte. 25A • Stony Brook, NY

(631) 751–0066
www.longislandmuseum.org
Make a Date with History!

You Can’t
Hurry 
Love...

You Can’t
Hurry 
Love...

But hurry to 
the Long Island Museum!

Highlights include:
• 50 original costumes worn by

The Supremes
• Motown music & videos
• Visitor’s stage & dressing room

OPENS JULY 21

This entertaining exhibition traces the
history of The Supremes, from their

beginnings as The Primettes through
their blockbuster Motown career.

Learn about Motown’s impact on the
Civil Rights movement.  Plus 9 land-
scaped acres in historic Stony Brook

Reflections: 
The Mary Wilson Supreme

Legacy Collection
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Suffolk’s Largest Family
Owned Oil Company

• Automatic Oil Delivery Service
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Budget Plans That Pay You Interest
• Expert Installation Of Boilers, 
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Pool Heaters

475-0270
51 RIDER AVE., PATCHOGUE
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How do you spell
great banking?

The world’s local bank
us.hsbc.com       1-800-975-HSBC

Issued by HSBC Bank USA ©HSBC Bank USA 2006

Bellport Office
20 Station Road 

Bellport, NY 11713
631-286-3800

Patchogue Office
325 E. Main St.

Patchogue, NY 11772
631-475-2600

Mastic Office
1718 Montauk Highway, Mastic, NY 11950 • 631-281-6400 
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The Smart Package
Interest Checking Free with Direct Deposit

Premium Money Market Savings Account
with no monthly maintenance fees

And more…!

Ask an HSBC representative how to
open up a Smart Package today!

s

s

Marie Rachek - Head Usher
Al Alberg, Missy Atchue, Carmela Aiosa, Olga Belz, Diane Gordova, Betty Entress, Joyce Gambino, Linda Good, Marian Harrison,

Peter Haustein, Joanne Hittner, Mary Lanier, Connie Merced, Sue Nemet, Peter Pernice, Linda Randolph, Sandy Reifel,
Allan Ritchie, Charlene Sasto, Terry Seng, Carol Weinstein, Mary Wirth

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR VOLUNTEER STAFF CALL 286-0555

Become part of the Gateway Family
and receive complimentary tickets to our shows!

GATEWAY PLAYHOUSE would like to thank our volunteer staff
for their dedication and support. IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED.

Swan Bakery
All Occasion Cakes

Guy Gagliano

The Official Bakery of Gateway Playhouse

15 South Country Rd., East Patchogue, NY 11772
(631) 475-9626

Relax Before or After The Show — Full Bar & Menu
Kitchen Open 11 AM to 11 PM (Mon. thru Sat.) — Bar ‘til 1 AM

70 North Ocean Avenue • Patchogue • (631) 289-1900 • www.reeses1900pub.com

Pub Fare That Will Make Your Tongue Smile
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Innovation
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Help Us Pick Our 2008 Season!
Dear Patron,

We’re hoping to please all of the people, all of the time… 
(or as many as possible) so help us on our way, as we plan our
2008 Season! We are asking for your responses to our survey
this year, in hopes that we can better evaluate our audience.
There are those who like old fashioned musicals and there are
those seeking unique and new entertainment. In our 57 year
history, we have presented WEST SIDE STORY five times. The
point is, we treasure that show as we do other shows we have
presented numerous times, but we also want to bring you musi-
cals rarely produced, new musicals, perhaps classic plays,
maybe bringing in other groups, such as our recent Cirque show,
which was a rousing success.  

We need to know your areas of interest and your personal
favorites. In telling us what you’d like to see next year, keep in
mind that we cannot produce productions currently running in
New York. We also have to wait a few years, often, for a show
that has just closed, due to rights restrictions because of touring
productions. Your patronage is very important to us.

Please let us know the names of six productions you would like
to see at Gateway next year.
1

2

3

4

5

6

Please check your areas of interest:

___ Old Fashioned Broadway Musicals
___ “Cutting Edge” Broadway Musicals
___ Pre-Broadway Try-outs
___ Classic Plays
___ Cirque Type Productions
___ Dance Troupes
___ Ice Skating Spectaculars

What type of show would you like to see
for the Holidays?
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Tues., Nov. 20 ..................8pm
Wed., Nov. 21 ..................8pm
Thurs., Nov. 22................11am

Fri., Nov. 23..............3pm, 8pm
Sat., Nov. 24 ............4pm, 8pm

Tickets $38 - $42
Children under 12 - $16

Mooseltoe, the moose with a dream, and his
friends come to life in this colorful, magical

and whimsical musical tale.
Featuring the voices of Al Roker,

John Cullum, Christopher Plummer,
Faith Prince, and Carole Shelly.

Sat., Nov. 17 ..................12pm
Sun., Nov. 18 ........12pm, 3pm
Fri., Nov. 23 ............3pm, 7pm
Sat., Nov. 24..........12pm, 3pm
Sun., Nov. 25 ................12pm

In Bellport • All Seats $16

WWW.GATEWAYPLAYHOUSE.COM • 631-286-1133 • 1-888-4TIXNOW
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LEARN FROM THE PROFESSIONALS!
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�� 286-9014

�

�
ACTING AND MUSICAL

THEATRE TRAINING
all levels of acting for all ages thru adult

GATEWAY ACTING SCHOOL

Fall Classes Enrolling
Now. Classes Begin
September 15th! 

494 Long Island Avenue
& Rte. 1 12 in Medford
(Exit 64 off the LIE South)

631-289-8086



We know the way to 35 destinations on 25 unforgettable islands in the

Caribbean and The Bahamas. Each and every one a paradise found. No one

offers more service from the U.S. than American and American Eagle. Book

your next trip online at AA.com or call us at 1-800-433-7300.

AmericanAirlines, American Eagle, AA.com and We know why you fly are marks of American Airlines, Inc. American Eagle is American’s regional airline affiliate.

Paradise isn’t lost. We fly there every day.


